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ARTICLE XI. 


The Life of Joux PuiLie BaRaTiIER, M. 4 
and Member of the Royal Academy of Sciences 
at Berlin. By M. FoxMeyr, M. D. S. E. 
an Profeſſer of Philoſophy at Berlin. 


HE Hiſtory of Men of Leners, 
or thoſe Particulars that relate to 
their Actions or Writings, are now 
become a conſiderable and curious 
Branch of i We are fond 
of the minuteſt Details on this Sub- 
ject, and curious to diſcover the moſt 
Anecdotes relating to it. Nor is it without Rea- 
ſon, ſince it is not a ſimple Amuſement only to 
inform ourſelves of the Characters of Authors, and 


| their Situation and Circumſtances in Life, but it 


is often the ſureſt Way to underſtand their Wri- 
tings, to judge of the Views with which they 
wrote, and to int the Senſe of man 
or Reflections, unintelligible to thoſe who are ig- 
norant of the Education or Countryof the Authors, 

A or 
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of unacquainted with the particular Motives which 
influenced their Sentiments. A Book is often the 
Picture of its Author: It muſt therefore be agree- 
| rn 
re the Copy with iginal. + th. 

Nn the Alber the Nen Fate of the Age, 
nor the aboveſaid Reaſons, ſhould juſtify the At- 
tempt of writing the Life of a Philoſopher ; I 
HE 3 06s be rand «= Exception in vour of 
the Perſon, who is the Subject of this Treatiſe. 
He is diftinguiſh'd in ſo particular a Manner, and 
by fuch uncommon Circumſtances, that he ſeems 
juſtly to challenge this Diſtinction. Hiſtory has 
mentioned ſeveral celebrated Children, but none 
appears to be 
convince the Reader. Curioſity alone is ſufficient 
to claim our Attention to ſuch a Prodigy. But a 
philoſophical Mind, which can be at the Pains 
to trace the Progreſs, the boundleſs Views, the 
unwearied Reſearches and, in a Word, all the 
prodigious Studies of this nary Youth, 


will find ample Ground for Reflection, and be 
fatisfied that this literary Phenomenon is not leſs 


worthy his Meditation than thoſe of the material 
World itfelf. 
It i not however a Panegyric that I write, I 
have no Deſign, nor indeed is there any Neceſ- 
fity for me, to heighten the marvellous of the 
Facts which I relate, The naked Truth would 
even appear romantic, if the Particulars men- 
tioned were not of ſo freſh a Date, and witneſſed 
by ſuch Numbers living. I ſhall follow exactly 
the Memoirs given me by the worthy Father to 
the Deceaſed, and if I add any Circumſtances, the 
Reader may be aſſured that I have them from Per- 
ſons of Credit, who where Eye-witneſſes. He 


will alſo excuſe ſome Articles which would appear 


trifling in the Life of any other Perſon of Learn- 
4 


with this, as I hope to 


— — 1 
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ing, but are effential in this, fince, by an extra- 
| ordinary Aﬀemblage of Circumſtances, I deſcribe 
at once the Hiſtory of a Philoſopher and a Child. 
Both theſe Characters will diſcover themſelves 
| alternately, and ſerve to heighten and fer off each 
other. 
John Philip Baratier was born at Schwobach, . 
| — 1 the of 
urgh anuary 19, 1721. Parents 
. — Ee: Minitter of the French 
Church of that Town, and Anne Charles. 


At three Years of Age he was ca 


pable of read- 
ing correctly, to which Point his Father had 


brought him, by amuſing him, without 2 
or even without his know knowing or ing that 


he had learn'd to read, till he at once 
aſtoniſh'd and delighted to find, that the Books 
put into his Hands reafon'd and talk'd like him- 
felf, and could ferve him for Company when 
alone. This Diſcovery was the Era of his Paſ 
1 fion for Reading, which ſtill increaſed in » 
tion to the Treaſures he diſcovered by it. He 
now ſpent his whole Tume in his Father's Libra- 
ry, opening the Volumes, and turning over the 
Leaves, in a ſportive Manner, like an Infant, as 
he was. 
When his Father perceived he could read to- 
lerably, he artfully from Time to Time placed in 
his Way a Book of Prints; and as care was taken 
to have theſe bound in gilded Paper, to ſtrike 
his Sight, he catch'd hw up eagerly, and exa- 
min'd them with great Joy, carefully reading the 
Explanation of as Figures. When he was tired 
this way, he began to prattle with his Books, or 
to move them from one Place to another ; moſt 
frequently he piled them up like Towers, Caſtles, - 2 
or Bridges, as ſuited his childiſh Fancy : Thus 
paſſing away his Time with them in Diverſion, | 
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oner ſerved him to Exerciſe both his 
: French was ; his. Mother-Tongue, j in'd to 
Words of High Dutch. Inſenſibly, his 
to talk Latin to him, by intermin- 
few Words guage in his 
erfation, whith were readily under- 
the Connect ion of the Diſcourſe, or 


bg 


f 


1 


Circumſtances, without 3 of * 
tettupting it to them. Great Care was 
taken in this Point not to conſtrain him, nor force 


bs 


ſwer in the ſame Tongue; till at laſt his 
omed to the Infleftion and Sound 
ords, he of himſelf to utter 
E, \ and (i I may be allow'd the 
to them about for his Re- 
he was was: very talkative, and took 
in prattling to his Father, the 
Man, took care fo to improve this Diſpo- 


- 
„ 


f 
: 
- 


110 a 


irpoſe, either to learn him new 
point to him their Conſtruction and 


| ring any formed Deſign of inſtructing him. 


This Manner of proceeding, under the Sher 
of Amuſement, in walking with him either abroad 
or at home, by the Bleſſing of God, ſucceeded ſo 
well, that in leſs than a Twelve- Month, when he 
Was near the End of his fourth Year, the Latin 
became as familiar to him as the French and 

| his favourite 
yet he knew neither Grammar, 
Declination, nor had ever got a 
e by Heart. Theſe three Languages he 
poke without mixing or confounding 
them, talking French to his Mother, Latin to his 
Father, and High: Dutch to the Servant-Maid, 2 
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the Neighbour's Children mam with 
him. He was alſo furniſh'd with Books of Prints 


in theſe three Languages, ſuitable to his Age, ſuch. 
as are printed at Nuremburg and Augſburg. Thee 
he run over, while the Charm of Novelry laſted : 


after which it was neceſſary to conceal them for, 
ſome Weeks, or to buy him new ones. Dunag 


this Time his Father — him to write inſenſi- 
bly without Ink or Paper, as he had form'd him 
to read without Book, and „ 

out a Grammar. i 

About the Middle of his fifth Year, in July 1725, 
his Father enter*d young Baratier in the Greet; but 
by a Method fo imperceptible, and by ſuch an 
eaſy Introduction, that this Language gave him 
as little Trouble to maſter as the — The 
Preceptor was only obliged to a greater Degree of 

Attention and Patience, to learn he Pupila Tongue 
which he could not teach him by Converſatien. - 

The Means he uſed were, > ſo ſucceſsful, 

that at the End of fifteen Months the Child per- 
fectly underſtood all the Greek hiſtorical Books of 
the Od and New Teſtament, and readily tranſlated. 
them into Latin; and all this, not pb without 
his having a Word of Grammar, but even without: 
being accquainted with the Name or Order of the 
Letters of the Greek Alphabet. 

To conclude, his Father, by the ſame Way, 
conducted him to the Knowledge of the Hebrew. 
This Study, which he began in Ofober 1726. 
when he was five Years and eight Months old, 
was as little difficult to 22 as the former. In a 
Year's Time he perfectly knew all the Books of 
the Hebrew Code, even without knowing. either 

the Hebrew Letters or Vowels, and without per- 
plexing himſelf with that Confuſion of Rules. 
which makes Learning a Burthen to Youth. - 


1 
would * e from this Obſcr vation, whack, 


A3 
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with Regard to cach Language, 
magine, that Mr. Baratier, the 
or deſpiſed the Art of 
Grammar, or that the Son was ignorant of it. He 


Mr. Bareatier, perceiving his Son much delighted 
with the Hebrew, took Care to improve this Diſpo- 
fition to the utmoſt Advantage. He employ'd the 
three following Years in cultivating this Tongue ; 
the End of which Time, his Scholar was ſo ex- 
in the Hebrew Text, that he not only could 
firſt Sight, from a Bible without the Points, 
we the Senſe of the Original in Latin or French, 
he could alſo extempore tranſlate the Latin or 
into Hebrew, almoſt Word for 
or ſubſtitute equivalent Expreſſions in the 

erms he was not yet Maſter of. This 
*d, not only with Regard to the hiſtori- 
ich 


: 


EN 


Books 


but even Fob, the Pſalms, Proverbs, and 
are known to be the moſt difficult 
Old Teftament, and which he tranſlated 
the Verſion of Caftalio, the leaſt literal 
In 1728, and the eighth Year of 

L all the Hebrew Pſalms by Heart. 
had taken no other Pains to learn them, 
ently reading them to his Father. At 
ſame Time, and by the fame Method, he 
himſelf Maſter of that Collection of Hebrew 
which Henry Opitius has publiſh'd un- 
the Title of Biblia Parve, Sc. which he read 
from any given Verſion. He alſo 
ith his own Hand this ColleFion in the 
ſubſtituting his own Latin 
Verkon inſtead of the inelegant one of Arias Mon- 
appears in the Edition of Opitius. 
compos'd about the ſame Time a Dictionary 
of the moſt rare and difficult Hebrew Words, in- 
| terſperſed 


I” v 


ic 
the 
to 
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have. 
he 
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 mefiigen Gelebrien Xindes. An Bxtrat of whith is in ah& BS- 


and Switzerland, and even in the Journal e Treraus 
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here and there with critical Remarks 

and Philological Obſervations, very curious for one 
of his Years. Theſe two Pieces were finiſhed in 
1730, when he was between the Age of nine and 
ten. The firſt contained 304 Pages in 8vo, the 
ſecond about 400 in 40. | 

Having thus acquir'd the Hebrew to ſuch a De- 
gree, as to compoſe in it himſelf, both in Proſe 
and Verſe, our young Baratier had a Curiolity to 
read the Rabbinical Writers, which was increaſed 
by his Peruſal, at that Time, of a great Number 
of Authors in Philology and the facred Antiquities. 
He was ſoon aſſiſted with Materials for his Enquiry 
at Schwabach, where ſeveral learned Lat beram Di- 
vines and wealthy Jews, who had large Libraries, 
lent him all the Books he deſired. That nothing 
might be wanting to complete his Wiſhes, there 
was purchas'd for him the great Rabbinical Bible, 
printed at Amſterdam, in 4 vol. fol. 1726-1728. 
The Attention with which he read it may be 
judged by the Account he gave of that Work, in a 
Letter to Mr. Le Maitre, inſerted in the Beginning 
of the XXVIth Tome of the Bibliotheca Germanica. 
This was the firſt Sketch of his Knowledge that 
the Publick received, but his extraordinary Talents 
were not till then unknown, and the Journaliſts * 
had often mentiened him to his Advantage. 


249 


1 See the Mea Literaria Circuli Franconici for the Beginning 
of the Year 1725. The Cobourg Gazettes, and the - 
ment of the Gazette of Am/terdam of April 30, 1726. 
Literary Gazette of Leipzig, May 9, 1726. Thoſe of Fienne. 


Aug rburgb, and others of the ſame Year. To theſe we may add 


the Relation publiſh'd by his Father at Stetin in High Dutch, in 
470. Ann. 1727, entitled Mercan digen Nachricht eines Hal- 


liot heca Germanica, Tom. XVI. Pag. 28. After this he was often 
mentioned in the Journals and News Papers of Germany, England, 


at Paris, 
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He began this Undertaking: | 


and, employing only an Hour or two in-a Day; he 


finiſh'd it in a Month. But as his Author app 
ed to him extremely dull, obſcure, and even in 
ſome q he refolv'd to add. a few 

lanatory and critical Notes. Theſe 'infenfibly 
frell'd into- Diflertations, which form'd a fecond 


i Deſign took him up a 
nexe the Middle of rhe Year n 

About this Time ended the Hebrew and Rabls- 
nical- Studies of young Mr. Baratier. He had 
with theſe intermix'd the Knowledge of the Chat- 
daic, Syriac and Arabick, which he attain'd fo far, 
as to read not only the re, but other 
Writings in thoſe ; thus he read ſame 
Chapters of the — and the Saracen unn 
of E- Macin in Arabic 1. 

He grew of himſelf rir'd. at laſt, or a 
diſguſted with the Dreams of the Radbins ; and 
his Father, who had felt ſome Concern to tee 


* Ie was not printed till the Year 1 1 
2 Vol. 85. by the Company, with this Title.“ The Travels 
« of Rabbi Benjamin, Son of Jones of Tude/a, ihre“ Baveye, 
Alia, and Africa, from Shin to China: wherein are contain'd 


« Diſſertations, Critical and Hiſtorical, on the Work, by 5. P. 
4% Baratier, Student in Divinity.“ 


+ See the Exakt in the Bibliathecs Germanica, Tom, XXX. 
Fag. 115. & eg. 


2 See Ociey's Hiſtory of the Saracens. 
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] with, being deſirous to perfect himſelt 

that Language which his Rabbznical Purſuits had 
made him Ina ſhort Time he went fo 
„ by the Aid of ſome of the beſt Books in it, that 
could read and underſtand the Greek Editions of 
the X Vith Century, notwithſtanding the Difficulty 
of the Abbreviations, as cafily as he did the French, 
Latin, or Hebrew. 

He now apply'd himſelf to the Study of the 
Greek Fathers, and the Councils of the four firſt 
Ages of the Church, which ſoon gave him a Taſte 
for Eceleſiaſtic Antiquity and Divinity, and open'd 
to him a vaſt Field for Reflections, Obſervations, 
and Differtations, of which ſome have been pub- 
Uſhed, and the reſt remain in Manuſcript. He 
found, in particular, Employment for his Genius on 


chis SubjeR, by reading a Treatiſe publiſh'd in 
1720, 
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Otros fv 0 Ne, r 
read Gy fv © N. The Word nxLoxG'd to 


Gop. Several Divines, in particular, M. Bu- 
ders t, had occaſionally criticig'd on this bold Read- 
ing of Crellius, and refuted ſeveral Paſſages in his 
Book. Young Baratier read this Piece with ex- 
tr aordinary Attention; upon which his Father, 
who ſought an Occaſion of cutting out Work for 
him, that might fix his Thoughts trom wandering, 
ſuggeſted to him the Deſign of confuting this Au- 
thor ſolidly, gving him Hopes the Work might 
be publiſh'd, and gain him R 

This Propoſal he a with great Zeal and 
Joy, expreſſing a real Indignation at the Sophiftry, 
falſe Re:fooing, and raſh Criticiſmsof that conceaFd 
Author. He began this'Work in September 1733, 
being then in his thirteenth Year, and finiſhed it 
about the End of the following Year, as appears 
from the Preface, dated at Schwobach, Famuary 18, 
1734, the laſt Day of his fourteenth Year. This 
Piece was publiſhed in 1735, at Nurembarg, in 800. 
by Fobn Frederic Rudiger, under the Title of Anti- 
Artemonius t. It was divided into five Parts. In 


This Book was publiſh'd, under the Title of L. M m- 
 monius, L. M. ſignifies Lucas Mallierus, which is the 

of Samuel Crellius. He had before under the ſame Title 

liſh'd a Treatiſe, entitled, Fides primorum Chri e 

nabæ Clementis & Hermes ſeriptis Mr. Grave had 

refuted this Piece, and the Ariemonius bs a Reply to Mr. Grade. 


＋ Ina Work, | intitled Ecclefia Apoſtolica. 
Johangis Apo 


+ Anti-Artemonius ſeu ixitium Evengelii J. 
ex antiquitate Rccliftaſfticd, adverſus miguifimen L. M. Arte- 
monii vindicatum 


Neo Photiniani criticam at gus tum. 
is · 


ua occaſione et iam multa alia 8. Scripture vererumyus 
che 


dicantur, & nultis antiquitatis man lnx « funditar. ' Cui 
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the uf, the Author endeavours to prove that the 


he eſtabliſhes o firmly, thar the falſe, or, at leaſt, 
of Arteionjns cinnot, over- 
wen it. In the 2d Purt he ſhews, that. the Syſtem 
of Ariemonins, with Neſpect to the Alteration of 
_ the Text," is il-contrived ; and that the new Va - 
lentivians, contrary to his Aſſertion, neither could 
nor. would ſubſtitute the modern R to his 
pretended antient one. In the 3d, he enters into 
- a Detail or Examination of the Reaſons upon which 
Artemonius founds this Propofition, that St St. Fobu 
never fay, The Word was Gon. The 4th 
. 
M. Crellius) relating to the 
. end St. Job alludes 
Things were made by 
RE 
s defended by the Rules of Cite and 

The 5b Part is compoſed of ſeveral 
Diſſertations, in which the Divi- 
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nity of * from many Paſſages of 
the Old and New _— To theſe are added, 

by. Way of Appendix, a on the Be- 
ginning. of St. Jobs* bs Gof CE Rn nets 
dox Senſe, and an concerning the three Dia- 
logues on the buman Nature of Feſus Chriſt, a- 


155 


to Theodoret, not only by the Moderns, but 
by Photius himſelf : Notwi whoſe Au- 
» M. Baratier draws from theie Dialogues 
Ives ſeveral weighty Reaſons for the contrary 
n *, | The Reader may judge from this 


n Theodoreto 
De aliarumse 
Cultore. See the Extract in the Bibliotheca 
om. XXXIII. Pag. 134 

— „an 
4 abridgd 
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great Reſearches relating thereto, but as he found 


Collection of Councils, 
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abridged Sketch: of de At- duese the 
critical K and Erudition it conmins. © 

Jo cunfuing the eriginal Wrizers —— 
four firſt- Centuries, for the Compoſition of this 
Treatiſe, he made ſo many new Diſcoveries, as he 


with Regard t 

Times, chat he propoſed to writ a ſeparate Trex 
tiſe on this Head, by Way of | 
Anti- Artemontus. H? feratout it fo far is to monks” 


theſe intended Preliminaries would exceed in Bulk 
his principal Work, he thought proper to defer 
them to another Seaſon, when he ſhould be more at 
Leifure for an of this Nature. This 
Deſign he never lived to finiſh, but it remains 
amongſt his Manuſcripts in about 25 or 30 Pages 


in 4to. 
During this Space, he Ae the 

publiſh'd at pow 2 

in 1575, in 4 large Volumes in 4to *, from whence 

he collected all the Canons, which he had 

to range in a Body, in Fuly 1733. He hadalſo 

reduced ſeveral Common-Places in Divinity to 

ſynoptic Tables, and ſketched ſeveral Diſſerta- 

tions and Enquiries in Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, be- 

fore he ſet about his Anti- Artemonins. 

In the Middle of theſe two Globes 

fell into his Hands, in OFober 1734. There needed 

no more to make 2 Diverſion frpm his 

former Studies. He contemplated theſe Globes with 


November 1737, but he vindicated and n Opinion, 
a Diſſertation inſerted in the BibHotbeca —— Tom. 
XLVIIL 1738. wherein, by a Superabu of Proof, he 
deprives the ſame Theodoret of andther Book hit aſcribed to 
him, that is the Philotheus. 
* Concilia illuſtrata per ſob. Ludov. Ruellium, & Joh. Lud. 
* Rothemburgi, Superintendentem. 
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quite 

devote himſelf wholly to Aſtronomy, and thoſe 
Branches of the Mathemanicks that relate to it. 
He apply'd to all his Acquaintance to get ſuch 
Books as he wanted ; and the Neighbourhood of 
Nurembyrg, where this Science flouriſhes, ſoon 
furniſhed him with what he ſought for. In three 
or four Months, his Progreſs was ſo rapid, that he 
ſeemed all his Life to have ſtudied no other 
Thi He learn'd of himſelf to know the fix d 
Stars, and Planets, and to calculate their Courſes. 
He made an Aftrolabe, and compoſed aſtronomi- 
cal Tables, and formed other Inftruments, of Paſte- 
board, after his own Way. He invented new Me- 
thods of Calculation, or ſuch as were new to him. 
fince he found themnot in the Authors he conſulted; 


with theſe he filled ſeveral Sheets of Paper, ſome 


of which are loſt, and others remain amongſt his 
Manuſcripts. At this Time he deviſed his Project 
for the Diſcovery of the Longitude, which he 
communicated to the Royal Society at London, 
and the Royal Academy of Sciences at Berlin, in 
January 1735, that is, about three Months after 
the Globes firſt fell into his Hands. 

As this is one of the moſt fingular Occurrences 
in the Life of our young Philoſopher, and as he 
renewed the Attempt two Years after, having the 
Project at Heart, I ſhall give a particular Account 
of ir. He ſent his Manuſcript from Schwobach, 


Fear; 


:$: 


«© or Zenith. Hence, 


© of the Place, 
% (which he ſup known) he deduces a ge- 
<< neral Method, by the Help of the ſaid Obſer- 


„ vations, of difcovering the Moon's true Place 
and by comparing theſe Opſervations with the 
latter, reduced to any given Meridian, the 
Difference of Longitude, between the Place 
of a Ship at Sea, and the Place to whoſe Me- 

* His E xcy the Count of Schaumburg Lig had the 


Goodneſs to ſend this Project to a Fri at the of Lon- 
| at the ſame Ti 


Care 
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2 Sea, it is needleſs to 
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Le will alſo himſelf, at the fame Time, be ena- 
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+: 4 


Art. 11. For OCTOBER, 1744. | 25% 
<< ſcems not to have a clear Notion of the Motion 
< of a Shi at Sea, as it is really 3 nor is well ac- 
d with the late Inftruments uſed Ger 
* meaſuring Diſtances, and taking Altitudes at 
give any further Account 
<< of what he offers on this Head. 

„ The Method he propoſes in this Caſe is the 
antient one employ d by Aſtronomers to deter- 
mine the Moon's Place by Obſervations made at 
Land, and is the fame that was practis'd iormer-" 
ly by our Navigators, which weſhould yer uſe, if 
the Inſtruments were ra A Moon's 
Theory brought to a of Per- 
fection than it really is. This is the End that 
King Charles the Second , in erecting 
and furniſhing the Royal Obſervatory at Green- 
wich. Mr. Baratier has therefore given no new 
Light by his Method for folving the celebrated 
Problem of the Longitude, which, as he ſays 
the greateſt Mathematicians have labour'd i in 

vain. 

*© He informs us, that at the Time of his writ- 
ing this Epiſtle he was deſtitute of Books, 
and preparing for a Journey to Stetin in Pome- 
rania, or Berlin, on which Account he makes 
*< uſe of a ſuppoſed Example: But I would re- 
*© commend to him, that, at his greater Leiſure, 
he would try the Experiment, 6n the 
** where he ſhall be, and give us a real Caſe, 
founded on Facts, by comparing the Moon's 
Place as he finds it, by the Help of his Obſer- 
vations, with its Place taken from thoſe Ephe- 
merides which appear moſt exact to him, or 

** computed according to his own Tables. We 
* ſhall then be better able to judge of the Value 


ec 


cc 
_ 


cc 


* 


oe 


cc 


os 


«Cc 
(e 


of his Inftruments, and the uſefulneſs of his 


** Method for computing the Moon's Place. He 


bled 


| 
| 
41 / 
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e bled to diſcern the Difficulty of making Obſer- 
<< vations in a Ship under fail, and will find that 
„this cannot be done, ſo eaſily as appears to 


* him at Land, by the Help of his Inftru- 


cc ments. 


« We muſt not omit, that he ſays, he has 


© invented a certain Inſtrument, by which all 
*© Calculations neceſſary in this Caſe, may be 
made with great Diſpatch, and that he has alſo 
contrived an univerſal aſtronomical Inſtrument, 
*© not only commodious, but elegant, by the 
Help of which, even Perſons that are ignorant 
may ſolve any aſtronomical Problem without 
*« Calculations ; that this Inftrument is moſt 


_ *© commodious for making Obſervations, and that 


sj a certain Machine be added to it, one may 
* thereby exactly demonſtrate all the celeſtial 


„ Phenomena. He has alſo contrived an aſtrono- 


*© mica] Obſervatory Sphere, anuniverſal Aſtrolabe, 


and ſeveral other very uſeful Inftruments, which 


he propoſes to communicate to the Society, 
<* when a proper Occaſion offers. 

I flatter myſelf, that what I have ſaid with 
<< regard to his Method of diſcovering the Longi- 
** tude, will be no prejudice to a Youth, who fo 
4 far excels in Science the generality of his Age, 
and who has given ſuch early Proofs of an ex- 
** traordinary Genius, by ſuch a Progreſs in aſtro- 
** nomical Knowledge, at theſe Years, when 
* others ſcarcely have attain'd its firſt Rudiments. 
*© There is no doubt therefore, but if with ſo hap- 


 ©© py a Diſpoſition, he continues to cultivate this 


Study, the greateſt Things may be expected 
from him, and Aſtronomy may become in- 


2 debted to him for very conſiderable Improv- 
ments.“ 


This 


— 
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This Extract was communicated to Mr. Bara- 
tier, and at the ſame Time, the Royal Society 
wrote him the following Letter. 


To the moſt bopeful Youth John Philip Baratier, 
Philip Henry Zellman, Secretary to the Royal 
Saciety at London for foreign Correſpondence, and 
Fellow of the ſaid Society, wiſhes Health. 
S IX, | 

, FOUR Letter dated at Schwobach, in Fe- 

* bruary laſt, has been laid before the Royal 

Society; and, as is uſual in ſuch Caſes, was at 

s ane of their Aſſemblies referr'd to a Gentleman 

<< perfectly well vers'd in the aſtronomical Sciences, 

sto give his Opinion thereof to the Society at their 

next Meeting. Herewith you will receive a 

Latin Verſion of his Extract and Remarks; 

*© which being read before that Society, they have 

c enjoin*d me to return you Thanks in their Name, 


for the Favour you have done them in commu- 


** nicating your Studies, and to aſſure you at the 
* ſame Time, how agreeable your future Corre- 
* ſpondence will be to them, as you proceed fur- 
ther in theſe Sciences. Given at London, Sep- 


tember 10, 1735." 


This is what paſſed at that Time in relation to 


M. Baratier's Project. We ſhall find it again re- 


vived, and produce a new Correſpondence between 
its Author and the Royal Societies of France and 
England. That of Berlin received it in the Year 
1735, and ſoon after young M. Baratier was ad- 
mitted a Member of that learned Body, 
So far we have ſeen this young Philoſopher 
confin'd within the narrow Limits of his native 
Place, and paternal Abode. His Father was ſtill 
the Maſter and Director of his Studies. We muſt 
not however neglect mentioning, that in this 
B 2 Deſign 
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Deſigu the good old Gentleman was ſeconded by 
the affectionate Cares of M. Le Maitre, 4-4 
ſent in to- his the Count of 
Scaumbourg. Lippe at Buckebourg. This worthy 


Baratier in the Cradle, at a viſit he made his Fa- 
ther, an uncommon Affection for him, 
which was greatly confirmed four Years after, 
when, in his Return from a Journey to Switzerland, 
Mr. Le Maitre found him fo prodigiouſly advanc'd 


in the Knowledge of the 1 es, and parti- 


his little Friend had compleated his ſeventh Year, 
they formed a regular literary Correſpondence, 
in Latin, Greek, and Hebrew; the young Student 
giving M. Le Maitre a faithful Account of his 
Studies, and applying to him for a Solution of 
any Di ies. ariſing therein: This Commerce 
continued for Life. M. Le Maitre having re- 
ceived a Call from the Church at Schwobach, one 
of the principal Motives that engaged! him to ac- 
ceprir, was young <3 

. During the three Years they remained here to- 
gether, they ſeldom miſſed a Day without ſeeing or 
converſing with each other. So learned a Com- 
merce could not but be of great Advantage for 
improving young Baraticr's Underſtanding, ripe- 


great Extent of his Capacity. 

Before we follow this ſurprizing Child from his 
dn Country, let us here collect a few curious Anec- 
dotes relati In 1726, about Eafter, 


tes relating to him. 
her Highneſs the Margraveſs Mother and Regent 


of Anſpach ſent for his Father, with his Family, 


to her Court, where ſhe received them with the ut- 
moſt Goodneſs, and condeſcended in a particular 
Manner to take notice of the young Scholar, who 
Preſented her a Letter of his own Compoſition in 

'P French, 


Minifter, in the Year 1723, having ſeen young 


the Greek and Hebrew Bible. Before this 


Baratiecr's Reſidence at that Place. 


ning his nobler Faculties, and ſhewing him the 


————_ — — — * 
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French, and another in'Latin to the young Prince, 
who now and who upon that Occaſion 
loaded him with Favours. It is needleſs after this. 

| to remark the Careffes he received from all the 

"1 Courtiers. In June, 1731, he was matriculated 

| in the Univerſity of Altorf, during the Reftorate of 
M. Jobn James Fantke. At the Cloſe of the Year 

1732, at the Meeting of the Reformed French and 

German Churches of the Circle of Franconia, at 

Chriſtian Erlang, he was preſented by his Father 

to that venerable Aſſembly; who, ſurprized at his 

wonderful Talents, admitted him to aſſiſt at their 
Deliberations, tho“ he was not quite eleven Years 

a old; and to preſerve the Memory of ſo ſingular 
| an Event, they had it reg 


iſtered in the Acts of the 
Synod. If theſe Refugee Churches had Revenues 
— to thoſe of the Clergy of France, there is no 
\ doubt, but this Synod would have ſhewn their Libe- 
| rality to young Mr.-Baratier, in like manner as the 
| general Aſſembly of the French Churches, in 1614, 
cCouraged young Cotelier, who, at a riper Age, 
having given proofs of a Knowledge refembling 
that of this illuſtrious Youth, obtained Livres 
| to buy Books, his Father's Penſion being at the 
ſame time increaſed to 1000. In. 1733, attwelve 
5 years of Age, he made an open Confeſſion of his 
Faith in the Church, as is done by Candidates 
in Divinity. He was examined on this Confeſſion, 
and, after he had defended it, he was by his Father 
| admitted to publick Communion. - About this 
| Time he inſtructed the Catechumens in his Fathers 
Preſence, and often employ'd himſelf in ompoſinę 


Ser mons, Diſcourſes, Analyſes, and Theological 
| Tables, in all which he gave Evidences of his 
good Senfe, Taſte and Li In 1734, the 
laſt Year of Mr. Baratier's Reſidence at Schwobach, 
| His Highneſs the Margrave of Brandentavy- Au- 
3. ſpach, 
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pach, graciouſly granted our young Scholar the 
Peet of whatever Books he wanted from the 
Anſpach Library, together with a Penſion of fifty 

Florins, which he enjoy'd for three Years. 
About this Time, the late King of Pruſſia * 
ſent Mr. Baratier, the Father, a Call to the French 
Church at Stetin in Pomerania. He was deter- 
mined to accept it, chiefly, as it might afford him 


an ity for procuring his Son ſome addi- 
dona ictps in his Studies. The Family began 


their Journey about the Middle of February, 
1735, M. Baratier taking the Route of Jena, 
Leipzig, and Hall, that he might let his Pupil ſec 
theſe Univerſities. They reached the laſt named 
Place on the fixth of March, where young Bara» 
tier found his Reputation had gat before him. M. 
Schulze, a celebrated Profeſſor of Phyſick, Elo- 
quence, and Antiquities, who had ſeen him in 
Franconia during his Infancy, paid him a Viſit as 
ſoon as he heard of his Arrival, and the next Day 
preſented him to M. Ludewig, Chancellor of the 
Univerſity, This illuſtrious Philoſopher, after a 
ſhort Converſation with him, offered him the De- 
gree of Maſter of Arts, if he inclined to accept 
it. Young M. Baratier, who had never fre- 
quented School or Academy, and conſequently was 
a Stranger to Degrees, Diſputes, and other Aca- 
demical Exercifes, received the Propoſal with 
great Indifference, and even treated it as a Banter. 
But after ſome Explanations he was perſwaded to 
embrace the Favour on the next Day. March 
the 8th. he was 4 to the Philoſophical 
Faculty, who, after Examination, admitted him 
to a publick Diſputation. Immediately, on the 
ſame Evening, in the Preſence of ſeveral Profeſ- 


* Prederick William, who died May 30, 1740. | 
ſass, 
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ſors, he drew up fourteen Theſes on different Sub- 
jets in critical Learning, Philology, and Phi- 
loſophy, in which Aſtronomy was not en. 
Theſe were printed the ſame Night, and defended 
by him on the next Day, for three Hours together, 
in the publick Hall of the Univerſity, where 
M. ve Ludewig preſided, and at which appeared 
a crowded Audience of the Students, and other 
Perſons of all Ranks. The Reſpondent during 
the whole Time diſcovered ſuch Courage and 
Preſence of Mind, that the Preſident had no 
occaſion to interpoſe in his Favour : After ſuch 

a. thentic Proofs of his Capacity, he was ſo- 
lemnly admitted Maſter of Arts, with univer- 
ſal Applauſe, March 9. 1735, by the following 
Act; which we have thought proper to inſert in 
the original Terms. 


P. D. KV. 
Adicii; Sereniſſimi ac Poteutiſſimi Domini, Do- 
mini FRIDERICI WILHELMI, Boruſhe Re- 
vs, Sc. Sc. Regis ac Domini noſtri longe clemen- 
tiſumi, Prorectore Academia Fridericiarie D. Jo. 
Gottlieb Heineccio, JC T. Pot. R. B. a Conf. 
int. Prof. Fur. & Phil. P. Ord. ut & illuſtribus & 
excellentiſſimis Cancellario & Direfore Du. D. Jo- 
hanne Petro a Ludewig & Du. D. Juſto Henne- 
rig Boehmer, Fctis, Confil. int. & Prof. Juris 
Publ. ex decreto ampliſſimi Philoſophorum ordinis, 
promotor conſtitutus D. Michael Alberti, S. R. 
M. B. Aulicus & Conſ. Magd. Conſil. Medic. & 
Phil. Nat. P. P. O. b. J. Phil. fac. Decanus, 
ADOLESCENTI QUA TUORDECENNALI, præma- 
tura egregia ſcientia in plurimis Orientalibus Lin- 
guts, ut & in Logicis, Phyſicis, Hiſtoricis, Mathe- 
maticis, nec non Antiquitatis Studiis, preter reliqua, 
claro, atque ſolemni examine exim:. probato, Nobi- 
limo Doctiſi mogue, Du. Jon Ax AI PHIIIrro 
B 4 BARA- 
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BataTERIO, Swobaco-Franco, poſt inauguralem 
Diſputationem publice ventilatam, ſummos in Pbili- 
ſophia bonores, & Magiſterii Jura ac Dignita- 
tem, Auforitate Imperatoria & Regia, more con- 
| ſueto contulit, die 9 Martii, 1735- Halæ Magde- 
burg. | . * 


Aſter great Honour conferred upon his 
Son, M. Baratier continued but one Day at Hall, 
and then purſued his Journey to Berlin, where he 
arrived with his Family March 14. If I could 
- here recollect all the Particulars of our young 
Scholar*s Appearance in this Capital, the Reader 
would indeed have a large Field — him. His 
Preſence of Mind, his Happineſs of Expreſſion, 
the Vivacity of his Repartees, the ſolid Proots he 
gave of his Learning, when Occaſion offer'd, all 
conſpired to ſupport the high Idea conceived of 
him. Suddenly cinfplaned into a Soil quite new 
to him, (I forak not of Berlin, but the Court, 
the Palace, and the Preſence of the Royal Fami- 
ly) he was neither confuſed, nor diſconcerted. He 
| bore with the beſt Grace imaginable all the little 
Railleries he met with. He was as politc, as if 
he had paſſed all his Life with the Beau onde. 
In ſhort, his Behaviour gain'd both the Admira- 
tion and Eſteem of all. I ſhall only mention a 
few Inftances to avoid Prolixity. 
The Day after his Arrival, his Majeſty called 
for him. His Appearance and Converſation were 
ſo agreeable to this great Prince, that he almoſt 
every Day ſent for him during the five or ſix 
Weeks hos he continued at Berlin or Pot/dam. 
Sometimes he was ordered into the Royal Pre- 
ſence ſeveral Times in one Day, and to converſe 
either with his Majeſty in Perſon, or with the 
Courtiers, or Men of Letters who attended the 


King's Levee. Nothing could be more 2 
494 _ - 


% 
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able, and even endearing, than the 
he met with from Perſons of the firſt Rank: 
They contended who ſhould have him firſt, and 
often when they thought themſclves ſure uf his 
Company, ſuperior Orders ſnatched him away 
from them. He had the Honour to receive par- 
ticular Marks of Bounty from both their N $. 
Beſides a Preſent he received in Money from the 
Queen, her Majeſty enrich'd him with ſeveral 
Volumes of Mathematics and Phi y, hand- 
ſomely bound, and ſuch as he himſelf made choice 
of ; graciouſly offering to furniſh him with any 
others he defired, His Royal the 
Prince, and the reſt of the royal Family, ſhew'd 
their Generoſity to him. Amongſt the Perſons 
of Eminence, who delighted to ſee and confer 
their Favours upon him, we muſt not omit his 
Excellency the Prince of Lichtenſtein, then Em- 
baſſador from his Imperial Majeſty at the Court 
of Berlin, who ſignalized his Goodneſs to him in 
a Manner becoming his own Dignity, and that of 
the Sovereign whom he repreſented. _ 
At this Time the Queen had his Picture Fae 
at full Length, by Mr. Peſue, Painter to the 
King, and placed it at Monbjjou, a Fleafure Houſe 
of her Majeſty's in one of the Suburbs of Berlin, 
amongſt thoſe of the celebrated Men, which ſhe 
has collected with great Care and Expence. The 
Royal Academy at Berlin, received him into its 
Body, their Diploma is too much for his Re- 
putation to be ſuppreſs'd. nid 


. > 


The Præſes, Propræſes, and Directors of the Royal 
Academy of Sciences, founded at Berlin 1 the 
_ moſt ſerene and potent King of , make — * 
_ by theſe Preſents. © * 
4 Ts HAT Mr. Jobn Philip Bavaticr, Maſter 
of Arts and Philoſophy, a Youth of fr. : 


= 


* 
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4c teen Years old, having given abundant Proofs 

© of an early Genius, learned with all liberal Sci- | 

* ence, particularly with a Knowledge, far ſur- | 

* —— his Tears, in the oriental Languages, 

< Hiſtory, and Eccleſiaſtical Antiquity, during the 

* ſhort Time of his Stay at Berlin, not only in 

<< ſeveral private Meetings, but in the folemn 

« Aſſemblies of the Senate, this Academy, and 

* the Mathematical Claſſis, wherein, beſides his 

ct extenſive and wonderful Erudition, he gave con- 

« yincing Proofs of an uncommon Intimacy with 

<< the ſublimer Mathematicks, and eſpecially 

«« Aſtronomy; in Teſtimony of our ſingular 

« Efteem and Admiration, we have willingly ad- 

«© mitted him a Member of our Body. 

_ © Wheretore, firſt offering our ardent Wiſhes, 

& that the eternal heavenly Mind, who has im- 

planted in this excellent Youth, ſuch valuable 

© Qualities, may nouriſh and improve them to | 

« yield a fruitful Harveſt ; with the Conſent of , 

the illuſtrious and excellent Lord Adam Otto de 

* Pzerick, Privy Counſellor to his Pruſſian Ma- 
<< jeſty, and Protector of this Society, by Virtue 

* of theſe Preſents we receive the ſaid M. Bara- 
0 tier as a Member of our Royal Academy, with 
« all the Honours, Rights, Privileges and Ad- 
«© yantages belonging to that Title. In Me- 
% mory of which, by Decree of the Acade- 
% my, we have ſign'd theſe Letters with the com- 

mon Seal and uſual Subſcription, at Berlin, 
March 24, A. D. 1735. 


Daniel Erneſt Fablouſty, Præſes. 
Philip Foſeph de Farriges, Secretary. 


Ys 
«« 


Aſtronomy was always M. Baratier's favourite 
Study, and uppermoſt in his Thoughts. It made a 
great Part of his Converſation, The frequent Op- N 
portunities 


— 


Art. 11, For OCTOBER, 1743. 269 


portunities he had for ſeeing the famous M. Kirch®, 
(who died in 1740.) and of viſiting the Royal 


Obſervatory, ſo confirmed this Tafte, that he ma- 
ny Times preferr*d the Converſation of Aſtrono- 
mers to that of the Great who aſked him to Din- 
ner, He often excuſed himſelf from going to 
Court, or to ſome Nobleman's who had invited 
him, and ſometimes he abruptly left even the moſt 
diſtinguiſh'd Companies, to attend aftronomical 
Obſervations which were any Thing extraordinary. 
To be ſure of his Company, it was neceſſary to in- 
vite M. Mirch, or ſome other Men of Learning, to 
put him in good Humour, and engage him totalk 
treely. When his Picture was drawn, they were 
oblig' d to uſe this Artificeto make him fit for ĩt. 
Tho? the King had no great Reliſh of Aſtrono- 


my, and even would have difſwaded our young Phi- 


lotopher from it, yet ſeeing it his prevailing Paſ- 

ſion, he had the Bounty to preſent him 100 Crowns 
to buy Inſtruments, and ordered an aftronomical 
Pendulum to be made for him at Pot/dam, according 


to his own Model, which, when finiſh'd, was fent to 


him at Hall. But at the ſame Time his Majefty 
believing his Genius might be more uſefully em- 
dloy'd than in ſpeculative Enquiries, ſtrongly re- 
commended it to his Father to difengage him 
from ſuch dry Purſuits, and point to him the 
Study of the Law, and eſpecially the Civil Law, 
which might be a Means of greatly raifing his 
Fortune. He even directed ſome of his Mini- 
ſters of State and principal Officers to hint the 
lame Thing to young Baratier t, who according- 


ly ſuggeſted to him the Advantages he might ex- 


* Aſtronomer to the King and Keeper of the Royal Obſer- 
vatory at Berlin. 


See the Hall Gazette of Ofober 10, 1740. No. 41. in 
which M. de La ; 


this Particular. 


dewvig, in his Elegy on Mr. Baratier, mentions 


Pect, 


1-34 


Fete 


return'd 
Before their 


1 


Mi 


turning bis Studirs in Compliance with 
King's Deſires.” It was to facilitate this Inten- 
1 very Source of the 
his 
, to 


proceeding for Stetin, the Family 
reſide at that celebrated Univerſity. 


Departure the King granted young 


dt 
pf 
1 5 
i 
N 
. 


15 


wrote in his Favour, to as ma- 
Counſellors and Proſeſſors there, who 


ve a particular Regard to this 


r to ha 


young Gentleman, and to favour him with their 


Advice and Aſſiſtance in every Thing that might 
n 


e much, but knew how | to 
make a proper bat Knowledge. The 
Chief Excellence $ 0 hildren is Memory, and what 
moſt of them is the learning quickly 
a Number of Words or Things; but 
1 » and eſpecially one ſo ſolid as that of 
M. Baratier, ſcarce ever was join'd to ſuch a 
Memory, even in the matureſt Age. 

In finiſhing this Relation of his Entertainment 
and Behaviour at Berlin, I cannot forbear men- 
tioning a Kind of Prophecy or Preſage, by which 


his Father, eleven Years before, when he could 


* This is fifty Rixdollars a Year. 
x not 
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happen 


e he made a very low Bow, and ſpok 
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not know any Thing 
poly vw his Son's Adventure at that - 
In the Beginning of the Year 1724, when 
He C Child could read, his Father compoſed a little 
Book of Fables or Stories to amuſe him, and ex- 
erciſe him in reading. This little Collection, 
which at firſt Sight may appear trifling, is wrote 
with ſuch good Senſe, and fo judiciouſly accom- 
modated to the Capacity of Children, that it well 
merits being made publick. This is the firſt Fa- 


ble, copied from he original Manuſcript, 


The wiſe Child. 1 
2 the City of Berlin, Capital of the Coun- 
I try of Brandenburgh, and the Court of the 
King 8 Pruſſia, it is ſaid, there once lived a 
+ as. little Boy, called John the Wiſe. This 
Child did every Thing his Father and Mother 
did him do. He could pray to God like an An- 
<< oel, and read like a Divine. Above all Things 
©© he was ſo dutiful that he never was commanded 
* to do a Thing twice. The King of Prafis 
<< hearing of him, had the Curioſity to ſend for 
him, and hear him talk and pray. When his 
Father and Mother brought him to the King, 
e with ſuch 
good Manners and Decency, that the King was 
*© wonderfully delighted with his Behaviour, as 
© well as the Modeſty with which he ſaid his 
Prayers. When the King had talk'd to him, 
„ he called the Princes and Princeſſes, and Lords 
* and Ladies of his Court, and bid them all give 


© ſomething to reward the little Boy. Some 


1 


Each Story repaemted Children in different and 
Characters. As the /earned Child, the ignorant Chil -_ 


mannerly Child, the ud: Child: As the Scene of each Fable 


was laid in ſome capital City, the — was by this means al- 
ſo inſtructed in Geography. 


© gave 


of whit would thts F 


= CS 3 
— pL. —- 
— - + —ͤ— — - 
> 
— — © — 1 * 1 - £ 
- . - - * - 


| 272 , The Works of the Lzxanned, Art, 11. 


gave him Sugar, others Biſcuits, others Con 
* teftions, but the King of Pruſſia gave him 
«* a fine Coat, and a beautiful gilt Book with 
pretty Pictures.“ 


One cannot but be ſurprized at the accidental 
Agreement of this Fable with the Event, for we 
dont impoſe it on the Reader as a Prophecy. 

Mr. Baratier and his Family return'd to Hall, 
April 28, 1735. Our young Maſter of Arts at 


his Arrival would make uſe of his Privilege, and 


open publick Lectures. His Father not being a- 
ble to difſwade him, and foreſeeing it was a Fan- 
cy of his own which would ſoon go off, let him 
take his own Way. He delivered Lectures on 
three Subjects; the firſt Philological, on the Book 
of Fob; the ſecond on Aſtronomy ; and the third 
on the antient eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory. He had not 
continued this Office a Fortnight, when (as his 
Father had predicted) he grew diſguſted with it 
to that Degree, that he quitted for ever the Pro- 
feſſion of teaching. What contributed to tire him 
of it was the Petulance of ſome Auditors, but 
chiefly the Fatigue of the Employment, and the 
Hindrance it was to his Studies. 

He had at firſt no great Inclination to the Buſi- 
neſs of the Law, but perceiving the Weakneſs of his 
Conſtitution diſqualify'd him for the miniſterial 
Office, and that his Lungs were too weak for any 
Employment that required Vehemence of Speech, 
he determined in earneſt to apply himſelf thereto. 
For four Years he cloſely attended the Colleges 
of the four principal Profeſſors in this Faculty, 
the Chancellor and Privy Counſellor Ludewig, 
and the Counſellors Meſſieurs Boehmer, Heinek 
and Gaſter; whoſe Lectures he heard on all the 
Branches of the Law, civil and canon, common 
and feodal, Though this was not his favourite 


Study, 
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Study, yet in Time he began to like it, eſpecially 
the common Law. We ſee by ſome looſe Pa- 
pers he has left on this Subject, that he would 
not only have cultivated it ſucceſsfully, but that 
he had made new Diſcoveries in it, as he had 
done in others. But as he ſtudied it, we may fay, 
only for Form ſake, he never made it his princi- 
pal Buſineſs, but was contented with the Lectures 
he heard on it, except when he found ſome Point 
to raiſe his Curicfity, and excite his cular 
Enquiry. At the ſame Time he went through 
a Courſe of natural Philoſophy with M. Profeffor 
Lange. Theſe were all the Colleges he attended 
at Hall, and the only Maſters (excepting his Fa- 
ther) he ever heard in Perſon. 
All the Time, which his Attendance on the 
Law Lectures ſpared him, he devoted to other 
Studies. The firſt Year of his Reſidence at Hall, 
was taken up with natural Philoſophy, Aſtrono- 
my, and the Mathematics. He read over moſt 
of the Books, antient and modern, which treat 
of theſe Sciences. He wrote ſeveral Eſſays and 
Diſſertations; he made alſo ſome aſtronomical 
Remarks, and prodigious Calculations. After this 
he returned to the Study of Antiquity and eccle- 
ſiaſtical Hiſtory, in which he read a great deal, 
and made laborious Reſearches, to qualify himſelf 
for the compleating his intended Hiſtory of the 
Herefies of the Antitrinitarians, which he had be- 
gan at Schwobach. Theſe Enquiries occaſioned new 
Collections, Obſervations, and Effays, ſome of 
which have been inſerted in the Bibliothera 
Germanica. This in Time produced his laſt Work, 
on the Succeſſion of the Biſhops of Rome, which 
appeared in 1740 *, and was intended only as an 


* Under this Title, Diſqui/ſitio Chrono/egica de Sucrefficne an- 
tiguiſſima Epiftiporym Romanoram, inde a Petro àſeue ad Victo- 


Intro- 


£ . 
6 
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Introduction to a larger Deſign he had plan'd up- 
on the antient Hiſtory of the firſt Ages of the 
Church. His primary View was to fix rightly 
the Chronology of thoſe Times, which he found 
very perplex d. Some other Eſſays remain a- 
mongſt his Papers. | 

Shortly ＋ is, he applied himſelf to the Law 
ol Nations, and to Antient and Modern Hiſtory. 
He peruſed on theſe Subjects all the original Wri- 
ters and Authors of Note he could meet with. On 
this Occaſion he attempted to write the Hiſtory of 


his extraordinary Knowledge in the Law of Na- 
tions, To this he was further determined by the 
Diſcoveries he made, in the Library of the Senate 
at Hall, of a valuable Collection in ten or twelve 
large Quarto Volumes, containing a vaſt number 
of original Papers and Evidences relating to thoſe 
Times.. All this while he was indefatigable in the 
Studies of the Belles Lettres, reviewing the antient 
Greek and Latin Authors he had formerly read, 
and adding to his Store ſuch as he had not, Poets, 
Orators, Philoſophers, Hiſtorians, Critics, and 
Travellers. Not content with theſe, he eagerly 
devour'd all the hiſtorical Books he could find 
amongſt his Acquaintance, os the Bookſellers at 
Hall, whether in French, German, Engliſh, Ita- 
lian, or Low Dutch, and even Arabick. Towards 
the cloſe of his Life, he had acquir'd ſuch a Taſte 
of Medals, Inſcriptions, and Antiquities, not on- 
ly thoſe of Greece and Rome, but even of India 
and China,” that he read all he could get re- 
lating to them, and laid in a new and conſiderable 
Stock of this Kind of Knowledge. 


rem. Ultrajei Batavorum apud Stephanum Neaulme, 4. 


1740. An Extract of this Work was ſent to the Authors of the 
Bibliatheca Germanica, 


Mate- 4 


the War of thirty Years in Germany, as a Prof of 


| 
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Metaphyſical Enquiries and experimental Phi- 
loſophy, as occaſion offer'd, intervened between 
theſe different Studies. At the End of the Year 
1737, he reſumed his Project with reſpect to the 
Longitude, or rather form'd a new one 
on the Declination and Inclination of the magne- 
tic Needle, propoling for this End a Compaſs 
of his own Invention. The Nature of this De- 
ſign will beſt appear from his own Letter, ad- 
dreſs'd to the Royal Academy of Sciences at Pa- 
ris, dated from Hall, December 10, 1737. A 
Duplicate of this in Latin he at the ſame Time 
ſent to the Royal Society at London. His Succeſs 
will appear from the Anſwers which we ſhall ſub- 


join. His Letter to the Royal Academy at Pa- 


ris was in the following Terms. 


Gentlemen, 


FE you were leſs zealous than you are to en- 


courage the Sciences, which are the Obje& 
of your noble Endeavours, and if Motives, 


which could only influence prejudiced Minds, 


could make an Impreſſion on you, I ſhould 
certainly be culpable in preſenting to your illu- 
firious Society the Diſcoveries I imagine myſelf 
to have made. I am in ſome Reſpects a Stranger 
to you, Gentlemen, and the ſmall Experience 
which a Youth of ſcarce ſeventeen can be ſup- 
poſed to have, ought not to prepoſſeſs you to my 
Diſadvantage. | 

But, Gentlemen, when I conſider you, as 
ſuperior to the Bulk of Mankind, no leſs by 
your Diſintereſtedneſs and Impartiality, than 


dy your Knowledge, which penetrates the Re- 


ceſſes of Nature, and unfolds the Wonders of 
this vaſt Univerſe ; when I reflect, that you are 
willing to receive Truth, by whatever Hand 
it is offered to you, I am embolden'd to hope 

C you 
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you will not flight the Obſervations I ſend you, 
Dare I add it as a new Motive of this Confidence, 
that I have the Honour to be a Frenchman. 
There is perhaps no one Problem, has more 
puzzled the Mathematicians, than to find a Me- 
thod, by which a Ship at Sea, may certainly cal- 
culate the Degree of Longitude in which ſhe is. 
The Solution of this Queſtion preſents as many 
Charms, as there are Difficulties attending it. The 
fruitleſs and unſucceſsful Attempts of others did 
not diſcourage me. Ra alone, which 
convinced me that I d meet the ſame Fate, 
my Enquiries. | | 
epa — —— that the Qualities of the 
Loadſtone were any way ſerviceable to my De- 
ſign. I knew theſe Phenomena had been already 
employed for this End in vain, and I ſaw ſuch 
Confuſion and Irregularity in them, that I de- 
ſpaired of any Certainty. | 
About two Months ſince, having accidentallyOc- 
caſion for ſome Days, ſucceſſively, to conſider theſe 
celebrated Variations of the Needle, I began to per- 
ceive a ſurprizing Harmony in them, and immedi- 
ately I conceived Hopes of accounting for them by 
certain Rules. I imagine I am not deceived in my 
Judgment, I have ſo far ſucceeded as to aſcertain, 
with ſome Exactneſs, the Limits or Bounds of this 
Variation, the Laws or Meaſures of its Augmen- 
tation and Diminution, as well as could be expect- 
ed in the ſhort time I employ'd. I make no 
doubt, when I reſume the Enquiry, but I ſhall 
be able to bring theſe Rules to a Perfection, 
that will be of great Importance to Navigation. 


F0oor this purpoſe I am endeavouring to collect all 


the Obſervations I can meet with on this Subject. 
My greateſt Difficulty is, that I can find few fo 
exact as I wiſh. I have already thoſe of Mr. Hal- 
ley. P. P. Noel and Feuillee, Captain Narborough, 
| Teſman, 
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Te/man, and Dampier, with thoſe collected in the 
Memoirs of your Academy for the Year 1708, 
and ſome other looſe Calculations. 

Further, As in order to diſcover the true Variati- 
on of the Needle, exact Obſervations are neceſſary, 
eſpecially as it is highly requiſite to have the true 
2 of the Pole, ww tho che Degrees 
of Longitude after the Variation is found out, 
I have ſtudied to contrive an Inftrument, by which 
we may inſtantly, by a ſingle Obſervation, find 
at once the Meridian Line, the Elevation of the 
Pole, and other Things: And I have a Friend“ 
very ſkilfull in theſe Affairs who has already in- 
vented an Inſtrument of this Nature. 

Hitherto, Gentlemen, I have only ſpoken of 
Diſcoveries to be made, but what gives me the 
Aſſurance of writing to you, is a real Diſcovery, 
and of great Conſequence, which I have already 
fallen upon. I need not inform you, that beſides 
the Variation or Declination of the Needle, with 
Regard to the Meridian, it is endued with ano- 

ther Property, which we call its Inclination. This 
gave me the firſt Idea of my Diſcovery. I not only 
found that this Inclination had an exact and 
regular Relation to the Changes of Longitude and 
Latitude, but I alſo diſcovered a Method of aſſign- 
ing the Rules of this Variation, which no one, 
that I know of, has hitherto done. I have in- 
vented a mechanic Method, ſure in itſelf, and fo 
eaſy, that the moſt ignorant Sailor may put it 
into Practice, provided he knows the Rule and 
, Compaſs. By this, firſt knowing the true Ele- 
vation of the Pole, and the Inclination of the 
Needle, we ſhall infallibly diſcover the Degree 


* This Gentleman, (if I miſtake not) is Mr. Bardin, Paſtor 
of the French Church at Magdeburg, who, to his other Talents, 
Joins a great Genius for the Mathematicks. 


C 2 ' 
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ot Longitwle, where we are, from a certain Point 
I have fixed. I have made the Experiment 
of this, after ſome Obſervations which I took 
from an Author, who extracted them from P. P. 
Noel and Feuillee, and found that my Syſtem was 
true, and confirmed by theſe Obſervations. 
This affords, Gentlemen, a ſure and eaſy Solu- 
tion of the famous Problem of Longitude. Ir 
cannot be objected that this Obſervation is im- 
practicable at Sea, (which is the Difficulty of 
other Solutions) ſince it is daily practiſed there. 
I own indeed, to gain a greater Exactneſs on this 
Head, it is neceſſary to make accurate Obſerva- 
tions, and that the Pilot ſhould uſe Compaſſes of 
a better Form than thoſe now employed, in order 
to perceive the minuter Differences of the Needles 
Inclination. This is a thing eaſily executed, and 
J will then anſwer, that the Longitude may be de- 
termined within one eighth, or one tenth of a 
Degree, that is, to an Exactneſs hitherto un- 
known, ; 
Some accurate Obſervations of this Sort are 
wanting, in order exactly to fix the Points by which 
my Operations are to be governed ; the Certainty 
of which, nevertheleſs, does not depend there- 
on. However, by the help of only three Qbſer- 
vations, exactly made in three different Places, 
with all the proper Circumſtances, I will be able 
to give my Syſtem the utmoſt Preciſion. But it 
is requiſite I ſhould know the true Longitude and 


Latitude of thoſe Places where the Obſervations 


are made, and I would have them of pretty near 


the ſame Date, or at leaſt within a few days of | 


each other. I ſhould alſo be highly pleafed to 
have them made under parallel Degrees of Longi- 
tude and Latitude, either under the Equator or 
below the Line; tho? this be not eſſential. If my 
Project has the Happineſs to appear worthy of 

your 
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your Attention, allow me, Gentlemen, to hope 
you will aſſiſt me with the Obſervations I need. 
Theſe of P. P. Noel and Fuillee, are far from be- 
ing ſatisfactory; in ſome the Degrees of Longi- 


tude not being exactly laid down, and fome being 


falſe in themſelves; others that are pretty right 
1 have made uſe of. You muſt be ſenſible, 
Gentlemen, that I need more accurate Obſervati- 


ous for perfecting my Calculation, than will be 


neceſſary for Sailors in the Uſe of them. 

Another thing which embarraſſes me is, that the 
Obſervations I have collected, are inſufficient to 
aſſure me, whether the Inclinat ion of the Needle 
varies in Proceſs of Time, in the ſame Place, as 
the ingenious P. Fuillee has ſuſpected. *Tis true 
indeed, my Syſtem does not depend upon this 
Queſtion, ſince this Inclination (if real) muſt 
change in a certain Proportion in every Place, 
which, by the Help of my Calculations, a few 
Obſervations will ſoon determine. I want ſome 
good Experiments for the ſettling of this Point, 
and theſe I expect, Gentlemen, from your ſupe- 
rior and extenſive Knowledge. 

As I am convinced, that we have more certain 
Means of diſcovering the Longitude, by ob- 


ſerving the Inclination of the Needle, when it 


is placed in the Direction from Eaſt to Weſt, and 
not from South to North, I ſhould be glad of a 
few Experiments of this Sort, which would very 
much tend to the perfecting my Syſtem. I doubt 


not to carry it ſo far, as to find, at once, the 


Longitude and Latitude of a Place, without any 
celeſtial Obſervation. I ſhould even have done 
this already, if I had been furniſhed with ſuffici- 
ent Obſervations. 

Further, its Deviation from the Zenith, a 
Phænomenon obſerved by P. Noel, in the Mag- 
netic Needle, when it is turned a particular way, 

8 is 
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is of great Uſe in this Caſe. As celeſtial Obſer- 
vations cannot always be made, and are attended 
with Difficulty, ſuch a Diſcovery is of great 
Service, 

Till this can be aſcertained, permit me, Gentle- 
men, to offer you a Deſcription of a Method, 
which I have contrived, to find a Meridian Line, 
ard the Altitude of the Pole, by a ſingle Obſer- 
vation, in an eaſy manner, and readily pradtiſed at 
Sea. By this you will fee that my Projects are 
not chimerical, and I imagine, this Diſcovery 
is important enough to merit your Regard. It is 
at leait new, if = not much deceived *, 

This may ſuffice as to the Nature of my De- 
ſign. I perſwade myſelf, Gentlemen, that you 
will have the Goodneſs to furniſh me with the 
Means of bringing it to Perfection, and allow 
me to lay it before you. This is all I deſire, 
I neither capitulate with you, nor the Princes 
of Europe, for a Reward proportioned to the Im- 
2 of my — I ſhould, however, 

ſatisfied to learn, if there be any Recompence 
promiſed in France, to the finding out the Longi- 
tude, as in other Countries. France, the Refuge 
and Seat of Learning, is ſurely not ſingular in 
this Reſpect; and the greateſt Monarch on Earth, 
no doubt, grants to the Encouragement of the 
Sciences, ſome Moments of that Time which he 
employs to uy the World. I beg, Gentle- 
men, your Information on this Head, that I may 
take the moſt proper Meaſures, After this, and 
the receiving from you the Aſſiſtance I re- 
queſt, when I have * my Scheme ſo far, 
that a Perſon who has made greater Obſervations, 


*The Deſcription here referr'd to is omitted: for tho' the 
Contrivance it relates to ſhew'd a Genius in the Inventor 
above his Vears, yet it was trifling, in compariſon of the In- 
ſtruments now made and uſed here for the ſame Purpoſes. 


may 
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map advance it to the utio.it Perfection, I ſhall 
cheartully lay it betore you; aſſured that you 
will not deprive me of the Honour of it. I flat- 
ter myſelf, you will receive my Remarks, with 
that Indulgence you ſhew tor whatever contributes 
to the Advancement of the Sciences. It is this 
makes me hope your ſpeedy Anſwer. By that, 
Gentlemen, you will encourage me not only to 
perfect this Invention, but alſo others I have 
begun in Aſtronomy, Fortification, Mechanics, 
and other Sciences. In this agreeable Expecta- 
tion, all that remains for me to requeſt, is the 
Liberty of telling you, that I am with all the Ve- 
neration due to your illuſtrious Society, Ec. 


The firſt Anſwer to Mr. Baratier was from 
the Royal Society at London, in the following 


Terms. 


STR, 
wh A® foon as I received your Letter, with that 
8 inc los'd and addreſs'd to the Royal Society, 
*© I propoſed to deliver them to the Preſident, 
Sir Hans Sloane, at the firſt Meeting; but be- 
ing prevented by an unforeſeen Accident, I 
gave them to him at his own Houſe Yeſterday, 
** together with my own. I now return you an 
Anſwer, and hope your Candour will excuſe 
** the Delay. By the-Rules of our Society, no 
Member is permitted, unleſs publickly called 
upon, to deliver any Letters addreſſed to the 
Society. The Hollidays prevented our publick 
Meetings for three Weeks, but in the laſt 
** Aﬀembly, your Letter was publickly given in 
sand read, and the Anſwer reſolved on, which 
** I tranſmit to you. The Sickneſs of our Se- 
** cretary for ſome Time, prevented this Anſwer 
being reported to the Society, which aur 

| C 4 «© Cuſtom 


282 The Works of the LEARN ITD. Art. rr; 
. Cuſtom required to be done before our ſend- 
ing it. You know what Delays often attend 


* _ Proceedings. The Society's Anſwer 
<M | 


Minute of the Royal Society, Jan. 26, 1738. O. S. 
relating to M. Baratier's Project. 


2 417 is Ordered that M. Zellman, in his An- 
ſwer, do inform M. Baratier, that the So- 

9 14 ſay nothing in relation to any Scheme, 
it remains a Secret; and that the So- 

* ciety cannot deſcern from his Letter, wherein 
his Project differs from that which has been 
<< propoſed ſome Years ago by Mr. Whiſton, in 

% England. Mr. Zellman is alſo directed to in- 
os — him, that the Act of Parliament for a Re- 
* ward, for the Diſcovery of the Longitude, is ſti! 
n Force, and that there are Commiſſioners ap- 
pointed as the proper Judges. It is likewiſe or- 


„ dered that M. Zellman do ſend him the Act.“ 


It only remains that I ſubſcribe myſelf, 


London, Feb. 1 8 Sir, yours, 
1737-8. ©. 8. 


PAILIP HENRY ZELLMAY, 


When M. Baratier addreſſed his Letter to the 


Royal Academy at Paris, he at the ſame Time 
ſounded M. Fontenelle *, by Means of a Brother- 
in-Law of his Father's in France f. The for- 
mer Gentleman, ſo diſtinguiſhed by his Writings, 
ſent an Anſwer to M. Baratier's Uncle, which 


we inſert, as it is one of the moſt remarkable 


* M. Fontenelle, Secretary, for Life, to * Academy of 
Yi 


T Mr. Charles Fudge Conſul at Chalons on the Marne. 
Teſtimonies 
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Teitimonies of the Reputation of our young 


Philoſopner. 


S1. 
2 AM directed by the Royal Arademy of Sci- 
ences, to give this Antwer to the Letter 

* they have receiv*d from your Nephew, which 
* you will have the Goodneſs to communicate to 
him. 
There is on the Regiſter of the Academy, 
„ in 1716, a Letter of the deceated Duke of 
Orleans to the Abbe Bignon, in which that 
Prince promiſes the Sum ot 100,000 Francs, 
to any Perſon, either Frenchmau or Fore! 
„ who, by the Judgment of the Academy, ſhall 
% diſcover the Secret of the Longitude. He 


6c 


cc 


*< was then Regent of the Kingdom, and deſired 


this might be publiſhed, fince that Time 1 
* know of no Reward propoſed on this Head. 
Whatever M. Baratier thinks fit to ſend 
to the Academy, he may aſſure himſelf will 
be received, not only wich Pleaſure, but with 
* a Kind of Prepoſſeſſion in his Favour, This 
you are deſired to let him know. It is ſome 
„Time fince, that I have learned from the 
* foreign Journals his Name and prodigious 
Merit, for ſcarcely is the Word prodigious 
" ſtrong enough to expreſs it. To a vaſt Eru- 
dition, ſuch as certainly never was found in 
„ ſo young a Head, he adds a Knowledge of 
* Mathernaticks, (which appears from his 
Letter) as accurate as it is extenſive, This 
*© crowns the Prodigy. He need only, after this, 
„ chuſe in what Branch of Learning he inclines 
to excel, and I foreſee his Succeſs. 
As I would not unneceſſarily multiply Let- 
as. beg you to aſſure him of my fincere 
*+© Admiration, 


(e 


(e 


Ch 


«> 
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„ Admiration, I congratulate you on ſuch a 
„Relation, and am with Reſpect, 


Paris, Fon. 28, | Sir yours, &c 
1738, N. 8. FoxTENELLE. 
| Perpetual Secretary of the 
Royal Academy of Sciences. 


Encouraged by this obliging Letter, M. Ba- 
ratier, in February, 1738, tent to the Royal! Aca- 
demy at Paris his Project relating to the Longi- 
tude, with three other Propoſitions, the 5ſt, re- 
ſpecting Refraction, the ſecond, on the Obliquity 
of the Ecliętic, and the third, on the beſt Form 
of Aftronomical Tables. The Judgment of the 
Academy was as follows. | 


Extracts from ihe Regiſter of the Royal Academy 
of Scrences. 


March 22, 1738. 
= Men de Mairan and du Tay, appointed 
won to examine a Memoir on the Longitude, 
* of M. Jobn Philip Baratier, M. A. and 
Member of the Royal! Society at Berlin, who 
* propoſes diſcovering it by the Inclination of 
«© the Magnetic Needle, having made their Re- 


%. 


port. | 
The Society is of Opinion, that this Me- 
** thod, which is the fame with that propoſed by 
M. de le Croix ſome Years ago, and which he 
continues to improve by Experiments, would 
© bid fair to anſwer the End if it was attended 
** with certainty. But it appears from a great 
** Number of Obſervations made by ſkilful 
** Perſons, and particularly of late by Mr. 
*© Muſchembroocek at Utrecht, that it is almoſt im- 
% poſſible to arrive at a ſufficient Degree of 
f Exactneſs 
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Exactneſs, by reaſon of the numberleſs In- 
conveniences found in the Conſtruction of the 
Needle, in its Suſpenſion, in the greater or 
lefſer Aptitude of the Steel to contract the 
Magnetic Virtues, or in the Inequality of the 
Forces of different Load-ſtones. It is true, 
that M. Baratier aſſigns the Means of remedy- 
ing ſome of theſe Inconveniences, much like 
thoſe offered by M. de le Croix; but there 
ſtill remain ſeveral Difficulties, almoſt inſu- 
perable, to ſurmount ; ſo that, however inge- 
nious this Scheme may be, it will not anſwer 
in Practice, till we can render the Chan 

of the Needle's Inclination uniform and ſenſi- 
ble, or reduce them to ſome known Law. 
This M. Baratier is no doubt capable of do- 


ing, if the Thing be poſſible. 
ME Caſſini and de Mairan, appointed 
to examine three Propoſitions of M. 
Jobn Philip Baratier, the firſt on Refractions, 
the ſecond on the Obliquity of the Ecliptic, the 
third on the beſt Form of Aftronomical 
Tables, having made their Report, the So- 
ciety is of Opinion, 


With regard to the firſt, that the Method 


April, 30. 1738. 


propoſed to find theſe Refractions was rather 


ingenious than practicable, becauſe it required 
obſerving the Azimuths and Heights of two 
Stars of preciſely the ſame Declination, which 
is an extraordinary Caſe. That his Method, 
if practicable, would not be ſufficiently uni- 
verſal, ſince it reduces us to a Neceſſity of 

employing only thoſe Stars which are exaQtly 
in the Equator, 


As to the ſecond Propoſition, to find at all 


Times the Obliquity of the Ecliptic ; the Aca- 
— —_—_ 


for it ſup 
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* demy judges, that it is much more practicable 
as well as ingenious than the former, yet it 
1 not capable of the requiſite Exactneſs; 
poſes the true Declinations obſerved, 


* and conſequently the Altitude of the Pole, and 
*© the Refractions and Parallax, already known. 
*© There are even Caſes, wherein a Miſtake of a 
few Seconds, in theſe Declinations, will produce 
a very conſiderable Error in the Obliquity of 
the Ecliptic ; fo that this Method is of Uſe 
only about the Time of the Equinoxes. 

„As to the Third Propoſition, relating to a 
% new Manner of conſtructing and calculating 
«© Aſtronomical Tables, they think it merits At- 
*< tention, and that they cannot too much encourage 
* a Perſon, who, with all the neceſſary Talents, 
* diſcovers ſuch an Inclination to improve Aſtro- 
«© nomy. In Witneſs whereof, I have Signed 
* theſe two Certificates at Paris, May 4, 1738. 


FoxTENELLE. 


So far Mr. Zaratier carried his Project. It is 
not a little ſtrange, that the literary Journals of 
that Time, which affected to mention the Scheme 
of M. de le Craixr, ſhould be entirely filent with 
reſpect to that of our young Virtuoſo, ſince the 
Academy of Sciences at Paris had it then under 
Conſideration, as appears from the Date of the 
above Extracts. It ſeems however, not unworthy 
Remark, that two Perſons ſo remote from each 
other, and who could not be ſuſpected of borrowing 
from one another, or communicating their Diſco- 


veries, ſhould hit upon the ſame Plan, and purſue 


it in the ſame manner. Be this as it will, our young 
Maſter of Arts, ſeeing himſelf prevented by two 
ſuch eminent Men, one in France, the other in 
England, either of whom was more capable than he 


- 


— — — — 


— _ — 


—— — — — 


to clear up the Hiſtory of this Nation, the moſt 
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of puſhing their Enquiries, entirely gave up all 
Thoughts of his Project, and ſoon found other 
Amuſements, He only drew a Sea Chart ac- 
cording to the Obſervations of the beſt Navi- 
gators, wherein he pretends to mark certain 
Points, that ſhew the regular Variations of the 


Magnetic Needle. 


He even employed his Genius on War and For - 
tification, examining, criticizing, and comparing 
the Conduct of the greateſt Commanders, antient 
and modern ; drawing up Rules and Maxims pro- 
per to this Science, and even inventing new Plans 
of Fortification, and contriving new Inſtruments 
of War. The Knowledge he had acquired in the 
Hiſtory of all Ages, from the original or beit 
Writers, had furniſhed him with ſuch political 
Lights, as enabled him to reaſon on State Affairs 
judiciouſly, for one fo young, and who had no 
other Experience of Things, than what he got 
from reading, or his own Reflections. 

The laſt Work that employed him, near the 
Cloſe of his Life, and for which he had gathered 
large Materials from a great Number ot Books, 
was, Enquiries concerning the Egyptian Antiquities. 


He imagined he had diſcovered a fure and de- 


monſtrative Principle, whereby he ſhould be able 


antient of all others, which appeared to him very 
confuſed in all the Authors who have treated of it 
hitherto, not excepting Sir John Marſham, who 
ſeems to have exhauſted the Subject. He reckoned 
he could regulate this Chaos, partly by decypher- 
ing the Egyptian Hieroglyphics, partly by a right 
Underſtanding of their Aſtronomy, their Cani- 
cular Year, Calendar, and Feſtivals, He had 
collected all that he could meet with in the an- 
tient Writers, or the Fragments of thoſe which 
have periſh'd, of the aſtronomical Epocha relating 

- 2 
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to this Hiſtory. By Calculations formed on theſe 
Epochas, and on the Egyptian Calendars, he flat- 
tered himſelf, he ſhould arrive at the Explanation 
of their Fables, Hieroglyphics, and Records. His 
View was to ſettle each Reign and each Event in 
ſo inconteſtable a Manner, as ſhould greatly il- 
luſtrate all the antient Hiſtory. This was a De- 
ſign he had much at Heart, and which he in- 
tended as his Maſter- piece. 

The Reader will form ſome Idea of his Plan, 
from the following Extract of a Letter he wrote 
to M. Le Maitre on the Subject, dated at Hall, 
September, 13, 1740. 


mM I think at preſent, I may perform the Promiſe 
AI made, of communicating to you the Plan 
of my Work on the Egyptians. * * * My 
Deſign at firſt was only to rectify the Chrono- 
*© logy of their antient Dynaſties. Some new 
_ © Reſearches I made on this Subject led me to 
*© this. When I had proceeded a little in my 
Enquiries, I perceived that the Knowledge of 
the Form of the antient Egyptian Year, and 
even of ſome Parts of their Aſtronomy, was 
neceſſary to my Project. In examining theſe, 
the Diſcoveries I have made, carried me in- 
* ſenſibly into a Digreſſion, which has become 
half the Work; and in which the Principles 
*© of the Egyptian Aſtronomy, and the Epochas 
* of their Hiſtory, will be fixed to a Demon- 
«+ monltration, 

*« To deſcend to Particulars. My Book is not 
<< yet begun, tho? I propoſe to ſet about it in a 
Day or two. I have hitherto only been em- 
*© ploy'd in collecting the neceſſary Materials for 
it, that I might not be interrupted in the com- 
e piling. By this Means, in one Senſe, the 

s molt part of the Labour is over. I could hve 
| | 66 wiſh' | 
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«<< wiſh'd to have wrote it in Latin, both as more 
«« ſyitable to the Nature of the Subject, and as 
I find a Difficulty of expreſſing the Title of it 
& jn French; while the Latin affords me a Variety 
* of Terms every way proper. 

] ſhall therefore give you the Plan of my 
4 Work in this laſt Language, juſt as if it were 
„ modelled according to the Latin Title you fee 
<< at the Head of it, for in French the Arrangement 
«© will differ“. 


The Title of the Plan which he ſent to M. 


Le Maitre was this, 


De Doctrina Temporum Secundum Rationes 
priſcorum Egyptiorum. Lib. V. 

In this Work his Intention was to treat 
Book I. of the Form of the antient Year of the 
Egyptians : Of their different Years : Of their 
moveable Year properly fo called, the Nature of 
which is explained at large : Of their great 
canicular Period, in which the Revolution of their 
moveable Year is performed: Of the Beginning of 
the Canicular, that is, of this Year, and its Mo- 


tions: Of the Egyptian Ori, and their Nature: 


Of the Egyptian Months : Of the four vertical 
Points of their Year, and the Feſtivals celebrated 
at theſe Times : Of the three Seaſons of the Year, 
and their attending Feſtivals : Of the Characters 
of the Egyptian Year, Sc. In this Part many 
other Things are illuſtrated in Digreſſions. 

Book II. Of the celeſtial Syſtem of the Egyptians : 
The Names and Order of the Planets : Of their 
Weeks ; Of the Egyptian Sphere and its Figures : 
The Hypotheſis of the Egyptians in relation to 
the Motion of the Stars, both fixed and erratic : 
Of the Riſe of Aſtrology from the Egyptian Aſtro- 
nomy, the Periods of the Planets, the Decants, 
Climacterics, and other Parts of their Aſtrology, 


the true meaning of which is explained, From 


theſe 


fully cleared up 
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theſe are demonſtrated the Date of the firſt ce- 
leftial Obſervations amongſt the Egyptians, and 
their ſubſequent Improvements in Aftronomy 3 
which are the firſt and ſureſt Foundations of * 
Egyptian Chronology. In this Part alſo are ex- 
plained the Egyptian Cycles, their Calendar, c. 

Book III. Of the Egyptian Periods. Their 
Canicular Period ; others proceeding from the Re- 
volutions of their annual Feſtivals ; an Enumeration 
of theſe. The Allegory of the Egyptian Sphinx 
Their celebrated Epochas in- 
vented by Nabonaſſar and other learned Egyptians. 
The Aſtronomical Canon of the King's. Their 
Annals; the Forms of their Annals; their chro- 
nological Characters ; their Method of computing 
the Years of their Princes; which will caſt a 
Light on the Egyptian Coins, both of the Pro- 
lomy's and the Emperors. From thefe Premiſſes 
the Hiſtory of the Egyptian Year and Canicular 
Period 1s collected. 

Book IV. The general fundamental Points of 
the Egyptian Hiſtory are firmly eſtabliſn'd, by 


_ aſtronomical Characters, and by unqueſtionable 


E pochas. 
Book V. The Egyptian Hiſtory is explained, 


and a chronological Canon added by way of Ap- 


pencix. In this and the foregoing Book, by the 
Aid of the former Part, many of the antient hiſto- 
rical Monuments of Egypt are illuſtrated. The 
Synchroniſms of the neighbouring Nations, parti- 
culzrly of the Greek Chronology before the Trojan 
War, are laid open. The Egyptian Mythology 
is explained. Their prodigious Series of Years, 
of which they boaſted, their Gods, Demi-Gods, 
and Heroes are conſidered. The Succeſſion of 
their Kings is ſet forth but imperfectly, becauſe 
nothing is inſerted in this Work, that is not un- 


queſtionable, For this Reaſon, wherever antient 


Monuments 
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Monuments fail, Breaches . But the Ad- 
3 that the reſt may be relied upon more 
ſafely. OY a 
«This, Sir, is a Sketch of the Plan of my 


% Work which I ſubmit to your Judgment, and 
vc am 


. 


Va Durs, &c. 

This Project he communicated to ſome other of 
his Friends, but the divine Providence fit 
to blaſt it, as well as many others he had formed. 
All that remains is a Heap of Collections, unintel- 
ligible to any but himſelf. On one Hand he was 
ſtopped by the want of ſome Books, abſolutely ne- 
 cefſfary, which could neither be had at Hall, Leip- 
ſi, or Berlin; and on the other Hand his Diſtem- 
per, which daily grew worſe, obliged him to quit 
all Thoughts but thoſe of preparing for Eternity. 
The Shades of Death were now about to eclipſe 
this riſing Luminary of Knowledge, and leave 
us only the ſad Remembrance of its Luſtre. 
Young Mr. Baratier had from his Infancy been 
of a weak and delicate Conſtitution, join'd to a 
lively Diſpoſition of Mind. During the firſt four 
or five Years of his Life, he had ſeveral violent 
Fits of Illneſs, occaſioned by his Teeth, which, 
however, he happily eſcaped. He alſo got over 
the Meaſles and Small Pox, fo fatal to Chil- 
dren. The one he had between four and five 
Years old, and the other at Twelve. Till he 
was about Ten, he kept his Health tolerably, a 
few ſlight Colds excepted, and other little Diſ- 
orders, which, tho* frequent, were but of ſhort - 
Continuance. Theſe Indiſpoſitions often inter- 
rupted his Studies, and were conſidered by his 

Father, as ſo many providential Vacations order- 
ed by Heaven for his young Pupil, who ſt ill re- 
turned with new Eagerneſs to his Learning. His 
Books were in truth all his Diverſion, for he 
D 
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thought of ao other. Indeed at ſpme Times he was 
ſo indolent, that he was incapable of the leaſt Ap- 
plication. This Temper laſted now and then for 
Months together ; during which he ſpent his 
Time in diverting himſelt, in coovering with 
the Family, or vititing with his Father and Mo- 
ther, without reading any Thing, but his uſual 
Portion of the Bible. At theſe Times he ſeemed 
to have loſt all Taſte for Reading or Study: No 
body heeded this, becauſe they were ſure he 
would ſoon recover his loſt Days with Intereſt. 
In the Spring of 1731, which was his eleventh 
Year, there came a pellucid ſwelling or Tumour 
into the Thumb of his right Hand. As it gave 
him no Pain, or Trouble, it was ſome Time be- 
fare he ſpoke of it, or it was perceived. But 
growing at * * troubleſome, and forcing him 
to complain, all poſſible Remedies were imme- 
diately uſed, either to diſpel the Tumour, or to 
bring it to a Suppuration. It continued till about 
November, without any bad Conſequences ; but 
upon ſearching it then, the Perioſtium was found to 
be carious. Immediately the Phyſicians and Sur- 
geons were called in, who put him to great Tor- 
ment, the former by their Medicines for purify- 
ing the Maſs of Blood, the latter by their Opera- 
tions, employing Inciſions or Cauſticks, or the 
ſtrongeſt Corroſi ves, to eat away the Fleſh and re- 
move the ſuppoſed carious Bone. In ſhort, they 
Drew out ſome ſlight Splinters, which their In- 
ſtruments or Corroſives had detach'd from the 
' Bone, Aſter enduring this Martyrdom for ſome 
Months, a Conſultation of Phyſicians and Sur- 
geons was afſembled at Nuremburg, by the cele- 
brated M. Thomaſius, Dean of the Faculty, who had 
a particular Affection for the Youth. M. Schulze, 
at preſent Profeffor of Phyſic at Hall, wha 


had ao leſs regard for him, affiſted at this Meet- 
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His Father and Mother took on them the Care 
of dreſſing it, by Rules laid down at the Conſul - 
tation, which were exactly followed. However 
his Thumb remain'd in much the ſame Condition 
to the End of his Life, ſometimes more or lefs 
ſwelled; without the Sore any Progreſs, 
or giving any further Pain, than what he felt, 
while under the Hands. 

The natural Averfion he had to Phykic, the 
Violence he underwent for ſome Time in 
Drugs of all Kinds, the Torment: he fi 
from the Operations he paſſed thro*; the Inſuffi- 
ency of all thoſe Remedies, and the Difference of 
Opinion he obſerv'd in the Phyſicians or Surgeons, 
who attended him, or ſent their Advice, gave 
him ſo inſuperable an Averſion to Medicines, that 
———— 22 
take any. At the ſame Time he took ſuch a Diſ- 
guſt at e Profeſſion of Phyſick, that he never once 
had the Curioſity to read or open a Book in that 
Science: The only one he deſpiſed, tho? it ſeem'd 
the moſt neceſſary for him to know. However, in 
the laſt Year of his Life, he appear'd inclinable to 
go thro? a Courfe of Anatomy, and to attend the 
Diſſections and Lectures in the Neighbourhood ; 
But it was then too late for him to go abroad. 
The Diſorder of his Thumb remain'd in the 

fame Condition, yet he enjoy'd a tolerable State of 
Health. The Change of Air, by his Journies from 
Schwobach to Berlin and Hall, ſeem'd favourable 
to him. Notwithſtanding a few ſlight Indiſpo- 
fitions, ſhort Looſeneſſes, "which he had now. and 
then, and Colds, to which 3 was naturally _ 

D 2 
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he had uſually a healthy Look, a freſh Colour, and 
2 chearſul Temp s natural Func- 

. cy; ing well. He conftant] * 


at the 
is Books. From that Period 
ough g, and his Appetite growing 
daily worſe, he found himſelf ſo weaken'd, that 
he reſolv*d to confine himſelf till he grew better. 
He ſhut himſelf up therefore at home amidſt 
his Books, where he employ'd his Time on the 
Hiſtory.of the War of thirty Years, of which » 
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| had wrote or minuted down as much as filled a- 
bout twenty Leaves. 1 . 

Near the End of he collected theſe 
looſe Papers, ſent home all the Books he had bor- 
rowed, and quitting the Room he uſually _ 
brary was, he retited to his Fa- 


Shops Ecepring the 
or Studies: Excepti 
Orphan's Houſe, which was inexorable to 
Requeſts made in his Favour, the reſt, both pub- 
lick and private, as well as the Shops, were at his 
Devotion. TY 
Thus our Patient paſſed his Time during the 
Months of Auguſt, September, and October, 1739. 
His Cough ripening, ſeem'd leſs troubleſome, 
and he went up and down the Houſe, dividing 


himſelf between his Books and his Friends who 


came to viſit him. He even had thoughts of 
going out in October if the r 
it. But ſuddenly, about the End of the Month, he 


was taken with a Fit of coughing, attended with 
a violent ſpitting of Blood ; which Symptom re- 
turned two or three Days after, and was follow'd 
with two or three Relapſes of the fame kind. 
This new Diſorder y weaken'd him, and 
determined him to paſs the Winter at Home. At 
his own Defire, and with the Doctor's Approba- 
tion, a Vein was open'd, which ſtopp'd his ſpitting 
of 8 the long and "or Winter, < 
1740, t on him a Number of other Diſorders, 
which ſucceeded each other without Interruption : 
A Fever on the Spirits, Head-Ach, Pains at his | 
5 D 3 Stomach 
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Stomach, Oppreſſions at his Breaſt, frequent vo- 


mitings, occaſioned by the Violence of his Cough 
which never quitted him. At length, however, 
he ſeerm'd to get the berter of all theſe Maladies, 
having from Time to Time favourable Interv 

in which his Appetite return'd. He reſted well, 
reſumed his natural Chearfulneſs and Spirit. This 
infpired all about him with new Hopes. Near 
the Middle of September, 1740, his Cough left 
him, and his Vomitings ceaſed, But this was quick- 
ly ſucceeded. with ſo violent an Oppreſſion, that 
he could ſcarcely breathe, or ſpeak without great 
Pain, and became ſo weak that he could not move 
a Step without Aſſiſtance. His Appetite and Reft 
forſook him, and his Taſte, or rather Paſſion, for 
reading ceaſed, as he became incapable of it. 

Till this Time, indeed, he had been always 
ſurrounded with a Heap of Books, relative to the 
different Projects he had in View; for he was 
perpetually forming ſome new Scheme, and it 
may be ſaid he had cut himſelf out Work for an 


Age of Life. In the beginning of his laſt Illneſs 


he went on with a Diſſertation he had begun on 
the Origin of ſome Nations famous in Hiſto- 
ry, particularly the Huns, Tartars, Chineſe, &c. 
After this he began a Diſcourſe on the Chineſe 
Tongue, to which he hoped to find a Key; and 
on the fame Principles he ſtudied to form an uni- 
verſal ge. He afterwards applied him- 


| Felf to the Hiſtory of Philoſophy, antient und 


modern, which he judged to have been imperfectly 
haridled by the Authors who had treated of it. 
Then he return'd to the Study of Medals, on 
which he projected a new Treatiſe. At laſt he 
enter'd on his Enquiry into the Antiquities of 
Egypt, (abovementioned) which took up the three 
or four laſt Months of his Life. It was not altoge- 


ther thro? an Inconſtancy of Genius that he thus 


Wan- 


Art. 11. Fir OCTOBER, 1743. 297 
22 un. phents ar The want 
of neceſſary H occahon'd this Change 
in his Deſigns. When he had formed a Plan, 
his firſt Care was to conſider of and endeavour to 
ure the Books he thought of uſe to affiſt him 
in the accompliſhing of it, to read them over, and 
make proper Extracts. Theſe often fu 
new Ideas. or referred to other Books on the fame 
Subject which it was neceſſary to conſult : But 
as it often happened that theſe could not be had, 
he quitted the Project to which they were 1 
ſite. for ſome ether, from which, perhaps, he was 
preſently diverted by the like Difficulties, and 
ſo on. But he never was idle, while his State of 
Health permitted him to do any Thing, and his 
Tranſitions from one Scheme to the next were too 
quick to allow of his being tired with any. 

He had till this Time conceived Hopes of Re- 
covery, or at leaſt of continuing a long time in this 
languiſhing Condition, which began to grow ſup- 

rtable, and not very diſagreeable to him, while 
E could amuſe himſelf with his Books. But 
eight or ten Days before his Death, he found 
himſelf ſo weak, fo oppreſs'd, and emaciated, that 
he was obliged to quit his beloved Employment. 
Thus deprived of all that render'd Life ſweet to 
him, ſcarce able to breath, incapable either of 
eating, ſleeping, or even of moving himſelf, he 
only ſigh'd for his Deliverance, and turned all his 
Thoughts towards Eternity. He often aſk'd how 
long they thought he could laſt in ſuch a Condi- 
tion, adding his Life was now only a Burthen. - 

At length, having ſuffer'd his IIlneſs with ex- 
emplary Patience and Reſignation, being ſu 
from his Bed to the Table, and from Table to Bed, 
ſtill preſerving his Mind calm and lively, tho? he 
could ſcarcely ſpeak, his laſt Moment arrived un- 
_ expectedly, on Wedneſday, October 5, 1740, at 

D 4 two 
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two o Clock in the Afternoon. He had all that 
Day, as uſually, fat on a Couch, his Head ſup- 
we a eye for he could not 

ie along. At one o Clock he ſaw his Father 
and Mother dine without taking any Thing him- 
ſelf. He had taſted nothing that Day but three 
Diſhes of Tea with Milk, which he ſwallow'd 
with Difficulty, He defir'd ſomething elſe might 
be got for him. While it was preparing, he re- 

ted to be put to Bed, ſaying, he found him- 
f very weak, and that he was near his End. He 
was laid down as he defir'd. Scarce was his Head 
on the Pillow, when, with a faint Voice, he pro- 


Art. 11. 


nounc'd the Word Zeal, meaning probably that 


they ſhould pray with Zeal for him. Immediate- 
ly after he loſt his Speech and Senſes, For when 
he was aſk'd what the Word meant, he gave no 
Sign of Intelligence. At firſt his Parents, think- 
ing it might be a fainting Fit, try'd all Means to 
recover him, but to no purpoſe, for he was no 
more ſenſible. A great Defluxion of clear Wa- 
ter, from his Head, flow'd out of his Mouth, and 
in half an Hour he gave up his Soul to his Crea- 
tor, amidſt the Tears and Prayers of the Aſſiſt - 
ants, without the leaſt Diſtortion, or Indication of 
Pain, at the Age of nineteen Years, eight Months, 
and ſixteen Days. Tho” his Death had been long 
expected, yet the Manner of it was ſudden, If 
on the one hand the Stroke was on this Account 
more ſevere, on the other, his Parents had the 
1 not to ſee him ſtruggling with a long 
y. 
He expected and 


prepared fcr Death like a 


true Chriſtian Hero and Philoſopher. Trouble 
and Emotion had no Acceſs to his Heart, He 
bore his Pains and Griefs modeſtly, and without 
breaking out into violent Complaints. He never 
ſeem d much wedded to the preſent World. mow 
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from his Infancy he ſpoke of Death fo uncon- 
cernedly, that he ſeem'd to think it equal with 
Life. He ſhew'd ſo little Care of his Perſon or 
Health, and fo ſlightly valued the Means of pre- 
ſerving it, that it was eaſy to fee, he was not de- 
ſign' d to live long. The World appear'd to him 
but as a Stage, and Life a kind of Play or Drama, 
in which every Man acts his Part for a ſhort 
Time, waiting another State. About the Age of 
twelve or thirteen, he compoſed little Sermons, 
and the firſt Text he choſe was that of the 
Preacher, Vanity of Vanities ! all is Vanity! Tho? 
he ſaid not much on the Subject, yet his Father 
thought he ſaid more than became a Child. When 
he apply'd firſt to Aſtronomy, he was ſo raviſh'd * 


with Admiration, on conſidering thoſe vaſt Bo- 
„ that he thought 


dies that roll in the immenſe Space 
himſelf impriſon'd here below ; ſaying, he would 
gladly part with Life, to be able to contemplate 
| them nearer Hand. Whatever Love he had for 
| the Sciences, and all kinds of Learning, yet he 
perfectly knew the Emptineſs and Inſufficiency 
of them ; and was often fo diſguſted thereat, that 
he would have renounced them, if he could have 
found an Amuſement more agreeable and ſolid. 
He regarded them only as Entertainments neceſ- 
ſary to render Life ſupportable to a Philoſopher. 
When he fell into metaphyſical ations and 
the Search of Antiquities, he ſaid he found fuch 
Obſcurity and Uncertainty in our Knowledge, ſuch 
Emptineſs, Contradiction, Partiality, Darkneſs, 
and even Falſification in the greateſt Part of Hi- 
ſtorians and Writers, ſuch trifling Tautology, Pe-. 
dantry, and want of Taſte, in Authors, efpeci- 
ally the Modern, that he was almoſt tempted to 
renounce Study entirely, deſpairing to arrive 
at any Certainty, He was ſo diſpaſſionate a 
* Lover of Truth, that he would have ſought it * 
r 1 
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the Hazard of his Life, either in the higheſt Re- 
gions or in the | Abyſſes. 
Towards of the Cloſe of 
5 J almoſt all the Li 
vaſt reading, he ſaid there were ſo few original 
i 7 Pain to collect 


Authors, and even thoſe of the 
Ages, many Things which the Moderns 
their own Invention and Diſcovery. 
he grew even angry at Reading, com- 
ining, the more Books he ſearched and 
advanced in Knowledge ; that he was 
obliged to diſcredit ſomething, which 
before perhaps had appeared well atteſted ; 
the more he ſtrove to find Truth, he was 
from obtaining it. How often, when he 
was ready to ſettle his Diſquiſitions on ſome Point 
Hiſtory and Antiquity, which he thought he 
thoroughly examin'd, has he been ſtopp*d ſhort 
ſome new Diſcovery, which overturn'd all his 
and 4 him into _ Uncertainty ? 
is particularly happened to him with Regard 
to the Reigns of Severus and Caracalla, which he 
bad undertaken to clear up in ſettling the Chro- 
nology of the Popes. After conſulting all the 
Hiſtorians, and Monuments of thoſe Times, Me- 
dals, Inſcriptions, &c. after comparing the two 
laſt with each other, and with the Hiſtorians, after 
tewing the antient and modern Chronologers, 
and writing a good deal on the Subject, he was 
obliged to give over, declaring he found ſuch im- 
ble Darkneſs in the Hiſtory and Chrono- 
33 Times from the Reign of Trajan to 
that of Conſtantine, that he could fee no way of 
reconciling the Hiſtorians with one another, nor 
wich the antient Monuments. How _ 
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- 3:59 of has he diſcover'd to be caſtrated, falfify'd, 
or Plagiaries? How many Contradictions has he 
expoſed at firſt View? ö 
even with Reſpect to his own Labours, and put 
ſo little a Value on all his that he in- 
treated his Father to burn all his after 
huis Death; ſay ing, there was nothing he left worth 
preſerving, his Father, who thought ſuch 
ment im , ſatisfied him, by bid- , 
Jon as to that matter on his Prudence. 
Such a Diſpoſition of Mind, join'd to an in- 
firm Body, render'd Life ſo indifferent to him, 
that he thought it not worth thoſe exceſſive Cares 
that are uſually taken of its Preſervation. The 
Objet of i wiſhes was ſuch : Ste of Exiſtence 
ight quench his inſatiable Thirſt of Know- 
joker and ed bes an ths Fo. which he ſaw 
well in God alone: In theſe Sentiments he lived 
and died, out his Spirit to his Creator 
and Redeemer. One may ſay, he had nothing fur- 
ther to do or learn in this World; not all the 
Libraries on Earth could have ſaturated his Curio- 
fity. It was Time n quench his 
Paſſion in the eternal Source Light, Truth, 
and Life. 

Let us now reſume the diſtinguiſhing Parts of 
his Character, and give his Picture the laſt Touches 
of the Pencil. 

It appears from what has been ſaid, and his 
Manuſcripts prove it, that Phyſic excepted (for 
which he had a kind of Averſion) there are few 
other Sciences in which he was not well verſed, or 
on which he had not employed his Genius. Ex- 
tenſive as his was, in almoſt every Branch 
of Learning, we may fay that _ OC 
was yet ſuperior to his Erudition. His H. 
contained a real Cyclopedia, or univerſal Syſtem 
of Arts, In Metaphyſics, he dived into __ 
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culations of the Platonifts, and Schoolmen ; into the 
Writings of Locke, Malbranche, Cadworth, &c. 
andtrac'd the Labyrinth of their Reaſonings, with- 
out being confounded. Above all he had atten- 
tively read Spinoſa, whom he believed few well un- 
derſtood or contuted. This he propoſed to do, 
if he had been ſpared longer Time, or had not 
been diverted from his Purpoſe by a Variety of 
other Studies. This Variety was indeed neceffary 
to draw him from ſuch abſtracted Speculations as 
were too intenſe for his weak Conſtitution, and 
might have hurt his Brain. In Philoſophy he 
formed an original Rule of his own, making new 
Syſtems in every thing he undertook. He pre- 
ſently found what was new in any Author, or 
eſſential in each Branch of Knowledge, and ſoon 
overcame the thorny Fences that incloſe the 
Sciences in the Schools and in Books. He had a 
Delicacy and Exactneſs that made him think and 
expreſs himſelf juſtly, in a maſterly and ſublime 
Manner, on every 5 either in Verſe or 
Proſe; and this with and Promptitude. He 
had a Chearfulneſs that ſeemed to make a Diver- 
Gon of the moſt abſtract Subjects, and could 
tender the moſt barren agreeable in Converſation. 
He had a Quickneſs of Apprehenſion, that ena- 
bled him to him to write, tranſlate, or ole, 
with wonderful Facility. When he met with a 
curious Book, of which he wanted to communicate 
any Paſſage to others, whether Greek, Hebrew, 
Syriac, or even Arabic, Engliſh, Italian, or 
| Dutch, tho? he was not quite a Maſter in the laſt 
four Languages, yet he would read it in French 
or Latin as readily as if it were wrote in the 
Tongue he ſpoke it. This he had been bred up 
to from his Infancy. At the Age of eight or nine 
Years he read in the Family, by way of Divine 


Service, ſome Chapters of the Bible in rents 
r om 
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froth the Hebrew or Greek, and 2 
the Syria? or Arabic, not without 
r r 


By this Means he was ſo 
that he had it almoſt all 


to frorch aller ek Bis as flomeed for his 
poſe. At the firſt View of a Book, hek 
far it would anſwer his End. Whenever he found 
an Error or Hiſtorical Truth, unnoticed before, he 
traced it theo? all-che Authors who had written of 
it, till he diſcover'd its Source. He ſeldom made 
Extracts or Collections, except from Books which 
were rare, and he had no Hope. of ſeeing again: 
Widarelpath tooihers he kavwincach'V ume the 
Page of what he had occaſion for. Moſt of the 
as, © .. 
TREE of his eadi appears, from 
T ent R 2 
— t of the Books he 


Catalogue that his Father kept 
had borrow'd only, and peruſed, during his Reſi- 


dence at Hall. This Catalogue contains nothing 
but the Titles, which, altho* written very cloſe, 
Pages in 4/0. To give but 
a ſingle > monly of the Rapidity with which he 
run over every Thing, this Catalogue ſhews, thar 
in one Winter, in leſs than fix Months, he read 
the twenty vaſt Volumes in Folio, High Datch, 
of the Theatrum Europeum, befides his interme- 
diate Studies. He never confin'd himſelf in this 
Reſpect, but ſkipp'd from one Science to another 
without Confalics, or Trouble. Yer, tho? he read 
ſo much and ſo quickly, he forgot , but 
when occaſion offer*d, not only could quote the 


Paſſage, 
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in Converſation relate it with Ex- 
Elegance, in the moſt circumſtantial 
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Dancing, ing, Drinking 
Gf Dellhrs of Youth. If To 
ſometimes was forced to play at Cards, in Com- 
he did it fo y, and with ſo little 
it mi + diſcover'd he took 


: 


; 
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ſelf to be Secretary to the Aſſembly. This Pro- 
ject not fucceeding, or being defer d from time 
to time, he aſſociated with ſome Students of 
the Place, who were approv'd by his Parents. 
With theſe he read the Journals, and ſuch Books 
as were newly publiſh'd, all which they jointly 
examin'd and gave their Opinions of. This So- 
ciety he kept up as long as his Health allow'd, 
or he found good Materials to keep it alive. Their 
Cuſtom was to meet alternately at each others 
Houſe, or at ſome Party of Pleaſure out of Town, 
He alſo viſited the Profeſſors when their Conve- 
niency allow'd. 
He could not bear Muſic, at leaſt near hand, 
ſaying it either ſtunn'd him, tir'd him, or 1 
m 
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Temperate by Diſpoſition 
—_ the Deſire of his Friends, 
not made for what the World ; 
it was neceſſary to ſollicit his Appetite, rather 
than curb it, and it was juſt the Reverſe with his 
Inclination to ſtudy. He ſcarce eat 
or Roots, or Fiſh ; nor Fleſh, whether rc 
boiled, but ſeldom, and in a ſmall 
uſual Food was Soup, or boiPd Milk with Bohca 
Tea, Bread and Butter, Fruits, Biſcuits, or ſweet 
| Meats, He ſeldom in a Week eat as much as 
other young People of his Age in a Day or two. 
He drank neither Beer, Coffee, nor Chocolate, 
and took his Wine mixed, TIES Part Wa- 
ter, very ſeldom pure, or at 
two. He could not endure fpirituous Liquors, 
nor Tobacco, either in Snuff or ſmoaking. With 
ſuch a Conſtitution it is eaſy to judge, how little 
Value he ſet on high living, and how great his 
Averſion was to all 4 of Gluttony and Ex- 
ceſs. He was never known to indulge himſelf 
this Way; nor was he ever known to lie. The 
innocent Liberty he enjoy d at Home kept him 
free of theſe common Vices of Youth, which are 
too often the Effects of a ſervile and ſtrict Edu- 
cation. i 

If he had any Vices (as no doubt he had) they 
were Faults of the Mind, ſuch as are unſeparable 


from 
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from human Weakneſs. Of this kind we may 
reckon. his inſatiable Curioſity, and the 
took in philoſophizing 
reprimanded by 


. He has often for this been 


Hall, where the Converſation of 
gave him Encouragment to 


ſcepticiſe. But they 


never on this Score uſed him with any Harſhneſs 
or ill Treatment. He never was whipp'd but 


once, at about four or five Years old, on a ſingu- 


lar Occaſion *, ſet down by his Father, in the 


*The Fact I refer to is thus r by his Father.—- 
I know not, Sir, if I ſhould relate to youon this Head a particu- 
< Jar Account which will give you ſome Notion of the Method I 
* take with my Son, and the Effect it has. When he was recover'd 


© — Pox, and had reſumed the uſual Courſe of his 


Learning, be was for ſome time ſo lazy and inattentive, that tho” 
he importuned me to give him his Leſſons, and that I yielded 


* with Reluctance to his Intreaties, I could do no good with 


04 him. ä = wwoh arg many” or ſhut it, or left 


gre 
« pat: and riſing As uy pee a him with the Book 


og rn pleaſed, bu 1 was reſolv ' d 
„ not to hear Ein until he mended his Conind. He ran, as 


« uſual, after me, entreating me to come back. For this Time 


«© however I had determined to be inexorable. When he ſaw 


this, he burſt into Tears, Cries, and Importunities, and car- 
- ried his Paſſion ſo exceſſively far, as to endeavour to force me 
„to hear him. His Mother who was preſent and ſaw all this 
Management, grew angry at his Obſtinacy and whipp'd him. 
* Inſenſible of this 2 he perſiſted to follow me, cry- 

ing he would read. I then whipp'd him in my Turn. This 
« had as little Succeſs, he redoubled his Cries, ſo that I was 

„ forc'd to give him a third Doſe, and retire to my Cloſet, 
* ſhutting the Door, without hearing him, or ſuffering him to 
40 hin me. After he had a little recover'd himſelf with his 
6« Mother, he came to throw himſelf on his Knees to me, ask- 
ing me Pardon in the moſt agreeable Manner, and 


promiſing 
« yery (criouſly he would never for the future be ſuch a Fool 
Fliſtory 


* 


ay 
by his 23 W while at 
young People 
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Hiſtory of his Son's Education, publiſhed in 
gb-Dutch. 

ving never had any Preceptor but his Fa- 

ther, who made his Studies a Diverſion to him, 

he was unacquainted with the Severity of a School- 


maſter or mercenary and never un- 
derwent an Hour's ill U 


Pedagogue, 
ſage in the whole Progreſs 
of his Learning. His Father always took Care 
mildly and inſenſibly to mould his Son's Diſpoſition 
to what he deſired, without employing Authority, 
much leſs Conſtraint or Violence. By this means 
the Pupil imagined he followed only his own In- 
_ clinations, while he was ſecretly directed by his 
wiſe Guide. Sometimes, on the other hand, and in- 
deed pretty often, the Father was obliged to yeild 
to his Son's Humour, and ſeem to approve, what 
he only had the Indulgence to permit. Thus he 
never exacted from him the Duties that torture 
Children in the public Schools. The Youth had no 
Exerciſes to make, Themes to write, Vocabula- 
ries to turn over, or Forms of Prayer or Cate- 
chiſms to get by Heart. If he committed the 
Hebrew Pſalms to Memory, or other things of 
that Kind, it was of his own Accord, and a Work 
of Supererrogation. He made a Pleaſure and 
Merit of it, not a Pain. The Difficulty 
his Father had was to fix this volatile Spirit long 
enough on a Subject, to give him a diftin& Idea 
af it, and to check his infatiable Deſire of ſeeing 
and knowing all things at once. This free and 
liberal Education preſerved all the Gayety and 
Vivacity of his Genius; nothing in his Manners | 


u as to deſerve the like Correction, with a great many Thi 
<< of that kind. I then let him know that it was not for 
bad Reading I chaftis'd him, that it was indifferent to me 
«© whether he took Pains to read or not, but that it was his In- 
„ ſolence and Obſtinacy he was puniſh'd for. This was the 
+ only Time he was ever correflcd in earneſt, and he never 
Sve Occaſion for it again.” 


E appear' d 
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forced, nothing pedantic in his Diſcourſe. 
This Character he ſuſtained both at Court, and 
in the City. 
Notwithſtanding this Sprightlineſs, he was re- 
ſerved, or ſo indolent, eſpecially towards the End 
of his Life, that far from making a ſhew of his 
Talents and Learning, he on the contrary affected 
to conceal them before Perſons who were either 
unknown or diſagreeable to him. Silent and cold 
to theſe, as he was open, chearful, and merry 
with his Friends, he appeared like two dit- 
ferent Perſons. He was intimate with very few, 
and it required more than to be a Man of Learn- 
ing to obtain his Confidence and engage him to 
talk freely. Not content with Knowledge only 
in his Friends, he required the Qualities of the 
Heart, and a certain turn of Mind, which he ſel- 
dom found in the Profeſſors of Science. On this 

—— of all that have ſeen him, or were ac- 
ed with him, very few really knew him. 

We might — Grad with whom he was 
familiar; but to avoid Jealouſy, ve will content 
ourſelves with ſaying, that, * Strangers, none 
knew him better than M. Le Maitre, with whom 
he had been converſant from his Infancy, and 
— * a regular Correſpondence to the Time of 
his Death *. He was however during his Life 
honour d with the Eſteem and Friendſhip of ſe- 
veral Perſons diſtinguiſhd for their Merit, Rank, 

and * in Franconia, at Berlin, at Leip- 


* Theſe Letters are for the moſt Part curious Diſſertations on 
ſeveral Subjects of Learning, Criticiſm, Hiſtory, Antiquity, Phi- 
ſophy, ard Divinity. Of theſe M. Le Maitre has near 200, which 
he will not envy the Public, if any Bookſeller inclines to print 
them. Befides this regular Correſpondent, M. Baratier had ſe- 
veral others, whole Letters are found amongſt his Papers, and 
who are in Poſſeſhon of his Anſwers, all theſe would make a 
22 Collection. 
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fick, and at Hall. There is no doubt but his Me- 
- mory is dear to theſe ; and we may venture to aſ- 
ſert with Confidence, that many of them will by 
their Teſtimony confirm the Truth of this Rela- 
tion, which none of them can deny. Of all 
thoſe who were moſt intimate with him at Hall, 
eſpecially during his Hinefs, Gratitude obliges to 
mention M. Alion, an eminent Phyſician, and 
M. Necker, Governor to the Baron of Gern/dorf. 
The firſt never diſcontinued his tender and faith- 
ful Services to this dying Youth, and the ſecond 
often reliev*d him with his Converſation, and the 
kind Offices of Friendſhip. OP 
His Reſervedneſs is not to be wonder'd at, as 
he was entirely free from Ambition and Vanity. 
As he was fix'd to nothing, he devoted himſelf 
to no Employment, leſt he ſhould conftrain or in- 
terrupt the Freedom af his Studies. For a long 
Time he had aſſiſted at no academical Diſpute, 
either from Indolence, or a Diſlike to theſe Ex- 
erciſes, in which, however, he was ſo capable 
of diſtinguiſhing himſelf. Thus, when the King 
of Pruſſia gave him Hopes of raifing his For- 
tune, by ſtudying the Civil Law, he freely re- 
ply'd, he ſought neither Honours, Poſts, nor 
Riches, but preſerr'd Quiet, and the Liberty of 
Studying at his Eaſe, to all the Splenior of a 
Court. For this Reaſon he never return'd to Ber- 
lin, nor cultivated the noble Patronage he had 
there. His Parents, who were as philoſophical 
as himſelf in this Reſpect, and who, beſides, fore- 
ſaw the Brevity of his Life, choſe to leave him 
wholly at his Liberty. The only Poſt he would 
have been ambiticus of, and which ſuited him 
beſt, was that of a Librarian. This would have 
been his Element, as his Memory was a living 
Library. He had made ſuch a Progreſs in lite-. 
Tary Hiſtory, that * ſcarce any _ 
2 Q 
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' of Note, in any Faculty, which he was not ac- 
. quainted with, or had not ſeen Extracts of, ha- 
pans till his 


. the Beginning of this Work we obſerved, 
2 we err and it is pr 
to repeat it here. What we have ſaid, colſ 
of Facts, which we have no way | 
which can be atteſted by a Crowd of living Vr. 
neſſes. Let the Reader draw from theſe what 
Conſequences he thinks We dont pre- 
tend to conſecrate as Virtues all the Qualities we 
have aſcrib'd to our 2 Hero. —— is 
carce]y any Thing in Lite without two Aſpects ; 
* 21 perfect here below, every 
Character where * Good exceeds the Bad, ſo 
far as to eclipſe it from the Eyes of Criticiſm, is 
worthy to be propos'd as a Model both to the 
Age and to Poſtexity. 

If it be yet neceſſary to add a more authentic 
Confirmation of this Narratiye, there cannot be 
one wiſhed more ſolemn, or leſs ſuſpected, than 
the unanimous Suffrage of the Univerſity of Hall, 
which of its own. Accord has erected a literary 
Monument to the Memory of the Deceas'd : The 
more honourable, as neither M. Baratier the Fa- 
ther, nor any of his Friends, employ'd the leaſt 
Intereſt, directly or indire&ly, to obtain it, and 
was conferr'd even without their expecting it. 
This Honour is more generous on the Side of the 
Univerfity, and more glorious to the Deceas'd, 
as he was a Foreigner, with reſpect to Country, 
and of a different Communion. The Univerſity 
not only ſignaliz d their Affection to him, by de- 
fray ing, at the publick Charge, the academical 
Honours of ©! * aneral, and attending him to the 
Grave, but alſo by printing the Abridgment of 
dis Life, accompanied with an Elegy from every 


Profeſſor 
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Profeſſor. Thirty occular Witneſſes, of undoubt- 
ed Capacity, agree to repreſent him as a Prodi- 
BY of Learning, which excited their joint Admits 


Above all, the worthy Chancellor of the Uni- 
verſity, M. de Ludewig has diſtinguiſhed himſelf, 
both by his Intention of having the Deceaſed, 
whoſe Converſation he loved, a Partner of his 
Tomb, and by the ftrong and pathetic Elogium, 
with which he has grac'd him, in the Collection 
conſecrated by the Univerſity to his Memory. 
This Piece is too curious to refuſe the Reader 4 
Copy of it. 


An Abridgment of the Eulogium and Life of 
M. Jonx Paitie BARATIER, born Jan. 19, 
1721, deceas'd October 3, 1740. by John Peter 
Ludewig, Chancellor of the Univerſity of Hall. 


A ſweet, but fading Flower, a Youth, a Boy; 
mature in Learning, not in Years. You 
may juſtly call him a Prodigy of Nature. Even 
we who were prefent wonder'd at it. Thoſe who 
are abſent will ſcarce credit what almoſt exceeds 
human Lot. Our Poſterity perhaps will look ort 
what we write, as the exceſſive Benevolence of 
Praiſe to the Aſhes of thoſe we love. Yet out 
Pen ſhall merit Belief, on this Account, that what 
we write of the Deceaſed, we write from our own 
Knowledge, not the Teſtimony of others ; that 
we take nothing on Truſt, the Parents of the De- 
ceaſed being alive, who would rather have their 
dear Son reſtor'd than hear him vam-gloriouſly 
praiſed. I know that in all Ages early Geniuſes 
have appeared, whoſe Characters and Names are 
commended in Hiſtory. I mean not to detrat 
from the Merit of th But our Youth by his 
Writings and Converſatiom has convinced us, that 
E 3 he 
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he deſerves the Palm. Thoſe who have made 
early Improvements in ſome particular Branch of 
Learning only, muſt yield the Wreath to him, 
who ſcarce paſt his Infancy, yet knew the whole 
Circle of Learning. Some before him may have 
excell'd in Quickneſs of Memory, others in Force 
of Genius, our Youth wasequal to the moſt eminent 
for both, and of ſo ſolid a Judgment, that in his 
Childhood he gave Proofs of his Wiſdom and 
Learning altogether uncommon. I write from my 
own Experience, that, Phyſic excepred, he under- 
ſtood al the Partsof Philoſophy, Philology, Divi- 
nity, and Law, not ſlightly but thoroughly. In 
Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, he was well verſed, and 
even underſtood the Rabbinical Writers, as ap- 
pear'd by his happy Tranſlations of them. Mathe- 
matics he learn'd, chiefly from the French Authors, 
of his own Accord. In this Science he made ſuch 
Progreſs, that he could point out Errors in the beſt 
aſtronomical] Calculations, and raiſe Objections to 
thoſe who had paſſed their Lives in that Study. In 
theoretic Philoſophy he chiefly eſteem*d Ariſtotle. 
In the practical Part he had examined all the an- 
tient Greek Sects carefully, and was about forming 
a Syſtem of his own. He had read the civil and 
facred Hiſtory of every Age and Nation. Having 
taſted the Springs of Literature, he loathed the 
Streams, polluted with Dregs and Impurity. In an- 
tient Chronology he was critically ſkilPd, and de- 
tected Errors in Authors the moſt approved for 
their Fidelity. Thence he earneſtly purſued the 
Study of antient Coins and Medals, that, as he ſaid, 
with this Herculean Club, he might be enabled to 
deſtroy the Monſters of Falſhood. In explaining 
the Egypiian Hieroglyphics he wiſh'd for more ju- 
dicious Authors, many of whom he imagined to lie 
conceald amongſt the Aſiatic Nations, buried in 
Duſt an i Oblivion, tho their Neglect of Learning 
and 
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and Ignorance of Printing. He willingly heard 
the Profeſſors of the Civil Law, but that Study 
was little to his Tafte. His Mind was too active 
to be confin'd to any particular Science. He 
publiſh'd ſome Pieces in his Childhood, others in 
his Youth, full of Senſe and Learning, and in 
which nothing appears either trifling or juvenile. 
Many Things he left unfiniſh'd in Manuſcript in 
almoſt every Branch of Knowledge. Thus em- 
ploy*d in the unwearied Purſuit of Learning, cut 
off by Death, he was ſnatch'd away from his Pa- 
rents, from our Univerſity, and the learned World, 
a publick Loſs! October 5, 1740. His Remains 
I have taken into my Family Tomb, large and 
fair and ſpacious enough, that he whom I loy*d 
while living, may accompany me in the Grave, 
perhaps ſoon, for I am now above ſeventy. So 
is the Order of Nature revers'd. Wrote at Hall, 
December 10, 1740. 


M. Le Maitre, his old and conſtant Friend, 
exerciſed his Sorrow by ſome Pieces of Poetry, of 
which we ſhall only give the Reader the follow- 
ing Epitaph “. 


* This is only a Pataphraſe of the Flegy of Mr. Profeſſor 


ul in Latin in the Academical Collection. 


Allemands & Francoi;, Hebreux, Grecs & Latins, 
Chaldcens, Syriens, Rabbins, Samaritans, 
Arabes, Indiens, chacun ici regrete 
De jon propre Langue, un habile interprete. 
Grand Philoſophe, aul, bon Theologien, 

Fort expert en tout drait, Poete, Hiſtorien, 
A/tronome, Critique, enfin ici repoſe 

Dans cette Tombe enclaſe, 
Hormis de Galien la triſte faculte, 

Une illuſtre univer/ite. 
Si le fait ſemble inconcevable 
HALLE jera toujours un temoin reſpetable 

= ua moins de vint ans BARATIER 

D'un peuple de. ig uur u. forma le Corps entier. 
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There only remains to give the Catalogue of 
Mr. Baratier's Works, both ſuch as have been 

i'd, and ſuch as remain in Manuſcript. 
ſe have already in his Life mark'd the Titles 
and Occaſions of his chief Productions, ſo that 
we ſhall juſt barely give a Liſt of them. As to 
his Manuſcripts it is proper to give a more par- 
ticular Account of them, with the Date of their 
Compoſition, and ſome other Circumſtances, that 
tend to corroborate what we have ſaid of the ra- 
pid Progreſs, prodigious Labours, and new but 
changeable Schemes of our young Philoſopher. 
His Friends recolle& other Subjects he has treated 
of beſides thoſe his Manuſcripts mention, but as 


he wrote his Thoughts cn looſe Papers, which 


he uſually carried about, either to ſhew his Friends, 
or conceal them, many are loſt. He alſo deſtroy*c 
many himſelf, or caft them amongſt waſte Papers, 
as often as he went thro* his Writings. The 
Reader will not imagine we give this Lift to have 
theſe Pieces publiſh'd. For the greateſt Part are 
imperfe& Fragments, or literary Embrios which 
never came to Maturity. All the Uſe they can 
be of 1s to furniſh a good Barateriana. However 
Mr. Baratier, the Father, is willing to commu- 
nicate theſe Pizces which we mention to the Cu- 
rious, if it were only to ſhew that he has no 
Intention to deceive the Publick. 
PIECES publiſb'd. 
FT. A Letter on the Rabbinicil Bible of Rabbi 
< Maſes Francfort, pabliſh*'d at Amſterdam, 
1734-38. wrote in September, 1731. inferted in 
the Biblictheca Germanica, Tom. XXVI. 

II. The Travels of Rabbi Benjamin, Son of 
Jonas of Tudela, tranſlated from the Hebrew, with 
Notes and Diſſertations, wrote in 1732. pub- 
liſh'd in 1734. 2 Vol. in $829. by the Society of 
Bock ſcllers at Amſterdam. 


III. 


Art. 11. For OCTOBER, 1743. 315 


HI. Anti-Artemonius, ſen initium S. Johannis 
| ex Antiquitate Ecclefiaſtics adverſus Artemonium 
vindicatum atque illuſtratum, Sc. wrote in 1733, 
1734. publiſhed in 1735. at Nuremberg, by Jahn 
Francis Rudiger, in 8 vo. Pag. 526. 
IV. A Letter dated March 29, 1734. in which 
is containꝰd ſeveral Projects of a Work, on Eccle- 
| feaſtical Hiſtory. Inſerted in the Bibliotheca Germa- 
N nica, Tom. XXXIII. 
V. Theſes Philoſophie inaugurales varie ; main- 
| tain'd at Hall in Saxony, March 2, 1735. for the 
| Degree of Maſter of Arts. 
. VI. A Letter, on a Work falſly aſcrib'd to St. 
| Athanaſius, and reſtor'd to Hegeſippus, Fan. 29, 
1737. inſerted in the Bibliatbeca Germ. Tom. XI. 
VII. A Diſſertation on ſeveral Pieces of Theo- 
| doret, in anſwer to the Journal de Trevaux. In 
the Bibliotb. German. Tom. XLVIII. 
VIII. A Letter or Diſſertation on the Proconſu- 
lar Dignity amongſt the Romans. Anno 1738. 
In the Bibliotbeca Germanica, Tom. XIV. 
IX. A Defence of the Sicilian Monarchy, tranſ- 
lated from the High Dutch of the Chancellor M. 
de Ludewig. There is added a brief Hiſtory of 
the Controverſy between Clement XI. and the 
Kings of the two Sicilies. Printed at Hall in 1738. 
go Pages in 40. a 8 
X. An Explanation of a rare and curious Medal 
of the Emperor Caligula in High Dutch ; inſerted 
in the Hall Gazette, 1738. 
XI. A Chronological Enquiry into the earlieſt 
| Succeſſion of the Biſhops of Rome, with four Dit- 
| ſertations, Sc. wrote in the Years 1738 and 1739. 
printed at Utrecht by Stephen Neaulme, 1740. 440. 
Pag. 314. | 
MANUSCRIPTS. 
13 IS firſt Copies from Scripture, in 48 
L Pages, from Jun: 1725, to AHA 1728, 
Ir. 
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Mr. Batatier has thought proper to preſerve this 
Book of his Son's as a Curioſity, 1. Becauſe it 
ſhews the he made in the Bible. 2. On ac- 
count of ſeveral little Remarks of his own that are 
interſperſed, 3. Becauſe by the Help of theſe 
Copies he learn'd to read the Greek and Hebrew 
without Trouble. 

II. A Volume bound in 8 v0. of 305 Pages, be- 
gun December 15, 1728. and finiſh'd February 4. 
1730. containing the Biblia Parva of Henry Opi- 
tius in Hebrew and Latin. 

N. B. From March to September, 1738. he 
employ'd himſelf to write the Conjugations and 
Declinations in Latin, French, Greek, and Hebrew, 
on looſe Leaves, which have been loſt. 

III. A Volume bound in 40. of 387 Pages, 
begun February 4, 1730, and finiſh'd Novem- 
ber 4. the ſame Year, containing a Chaldaic and 
Hebrew Dictionary of the moſt difficult and rare 
Words that occur in the holy Scriptures ; inter- 
ſperſed with critical and philological Obſervations 
in Latin, 

IV. Obſervationes Miſcellane in varies Scriptu- 
r@ locos, compoſed in July 1730, 16 Pages in 470. 

V. Hiſtoria Judzorum ab Abraham, &c. about 
the ſame Date, 24 Pages in 40. 

VI. Introduio Philologico critica in S. S. JV. & 
N. T. January 1731. 40 Pages in 410. 

VII. A Greek Grammar, 40. of 80 Pages, be- 
gun March q, and finiſh*d May 17, 1731. 

VIII. A Greek Dictionary on the New Teſta- 
ment, intermix'd with critical and philological 
Remarks, 40. of 230 Pages, from May 19, to 
November 30, 1731. 

IX. A ſmall Collection of Hebrew Poems, 8 vo. 
1731. Several that were in looſe Leaves are loſt. 
X. Excerpta & Miſcellanea Hebreia varia; 50 


Pages in 4/0. 1732-3. 
| XI. Spi- 
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XI. Spicilegium Hebraicum, ſen Excerpta ſe- 

lecta ex Rabbinty, reddit, in 1 

Cap. i --xxii. & in Daniel Cap. i.-ix. 46. 8 
es, January, 1733. ; 

III. Synoptic Tables of Divinity, with a ſmall 

Latin Treatiſe on the Perfeftions of God, and a 

Confeſſion of Faith, in French. The whole making 

64 Pages in 4/0. May, 1733. 

XIII. Pbotiana, or Extracts from che Biblio- 
theca of Photius, tranſlated from the Greek into 

French, 24 Pages in 410. of the ſame Date. 
XIV. A Diſſertation on the antient Confeſſions 

of Faith. 32 Pages in 40. 1733. 

XV. Canons of Doctrine and Diſcipline, taken 
from the Councils, and diſpos'd under their pro- 
per Heads in ſeveral Columns, on three large 
Sheets, 1733. 

XVI. An Eſſay towards a Body of Doctrine and 
Diſcipline, extracted from the Councils of the 
fifth or ſixth firſt Ages of the Church, 20 Pages 
in 40. June, 1733. 

XVII. Opus Heæreſiologicum, 40. 200 Pages, 
begun September, 1733. 

XVIII. A Hiſtory of Neſtorius and Neſtoria- 
niſin, in French, pe 27 Pages, 1733. 

XIX. A Latin Diſſertation on the Goſpel of 
St. Matthew wrote in Hebrew, 40. 16 Pages, im- 
perfect, 1735 or 1736. 

XX. A Diſſertation on the Council of Sardis 
in Latin, 440. 26 Pages, of the ſame Date. 
XXI. A Bundle in 40. containing ſeveral Ef- 

ſays, Fragments of Poetry, and other Pieces in 

French, wrote at Hall, 1735---17 39- Amongſt 

others are theſe Pieces; 

1. The Hiſtory of the Revolutions and Wars 
of Parnaſſus, 410. 48 Pages, unfiniſh'd. 


2. The 7. N or Death of Jlegla, 410. 48 
Pages, 


3. Re- 
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. 'Reflexions on the Thebaides of Eſcbylus, Eu- 
| 0" Seneca, Statins, and Racine, 67 


3 Diiertation, or Reflexions on the Nature of 
the Sublime, 40. 10 Pages. 
5. A Calbe Rien of ſſeveral Poems, which he i in- 
renced. to: add to the .oregoing, 30 Pages, 40. 
6. Several Poems on looſe Leaves 
7. Critical Reflex ions on the — of lan- 
195 with Regard to the different Ages and Na- 
tions of the World. 
N. B. This is only a Plan, containing the Heads 
of fifty-three Chapters, divided into five Books. 
- XXII: Another Packet containing the follow- 
ing Pieces of Law. 
1. Elementorum Juris Nature atque Gentium, 
Philoſophie ſanioris principiis Innixorum Prolego- 
mena, 1736. in 12 Sheets, or near 100 Pages 4to. 
2. A Diſſertation on the Difference between the 
Civil Law and the Law of Nature, in Laiin, 20 
Pages. | 
3. A Latin Diſſertation on the four Laws call'd 
Maledis, 18 
4. A French Differtation on the Independency of 


the Sici lian Monarchy, different from the Tranſla- 


tion of M. de Ladewig: 29 Pages. 
5. A Volume bound in 40 of 152 Pages, con 


taining the Lectures of M. de Ladewig on the Law 
of Nations. 


6. The Lectures of Meſſ. Heincccius, Boebmer, 
and Gaſſer on the PandeF, thoſe of M. de Lude- 


Law of Exchange. 

7. An Eſſay of a Speech for the Bar in 6 or 7 
Pages in High Dutch, which ſerved him as a Col- 
lege Exerciſe. 

XXIII. A Packet containing divers — 
* mathemanical, and aſtronomical Pieces, vi. 
; 1. A 


wp on the Feudal Law, and of M. Heineccius on 
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2. 2. APlan6fFortificiticn : of kis own 
don and Berlin, 1735. 


tion of the Satellites of Jupiter, fol. 


tum Inſcriptionumque fide, & optimorum 'aufforum 
fol. 15 Pages, 1738. 


2 2 


3. His Project on the Longitude, as N 0 Lon 
"Hs ket Projelt on the Longinale: hi 


London and Paris, 1738, with the aſtronomical 
-annexed, 


4 


tions 
5. Two Latin Treatiſrs, on the Method of ob- 
3 the Stats, and E Tables of 
them, 4to. one of 44, the other 
6. Several agar Bo Calculations on the Mo- 


or 8 Leaves. 

7. Two little 9 Volumes with aft. ono- 
mical Calculations. 

8. Eſſays in Philoſophy and Mathematicks, on 
the Nat Cauſes, and EfleQts of Motion i in ge- 
neral, and that of the heavenly Bodie in particu- 
lar; wrote in French, 6 Pages 410. 

9. 7 heoria motus Corporum Cæleſtium, 410. 12 P. 

XXIV. Another Packet containing, 

1. Conatus Hiſtoricus ad Reſtitnendam, uuns - 


eruto conſenſu, Severi & Antonini Aug. Hiftoriam, 


2. Sixteen Leaves filled with Enqu ir ies and Diſ- 
cuſſions on the Conſuls, — eccleſiaſtical 


Hiſtory and Antiquities of ſeveral Nations, Me- 


dals, and the oriental Languages, c. 


3. Several Fragments in Criticiſm, Metaphy- 
fics, Cc. 


XXV. An Hiſtory 
Germany, fol. 37 Pages. 
| XXVI. A Packet containing, | 

1. Reflexions on the different Parts of the Acer 
War, and of its Hiſtory, 476. 76 Pages. 
2. Seven or 8 Leaves in High Dutch on the ſame 


| en. 
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of the War of 30 Tears in M 
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; A Latin Diſſertation on the Original of the 
40. 12 Pages. 

4. A Fragment on the Origin of the Hunt, 14 P. 
8. A Fragment on the Nature and Idiom of the 
c e, ant the Method of learning ir in 
a ſhort Time. by 

6. An Eſſay on the Phrygias ! e, the 
'Mother- Tongue of the Greek, Latin, Celtic, High 
Dwtch, Perfian, and Tartarian. A Fragment of 4 P. 
7. A Letter of 12 Pages on two Articles of the 

Journal-De Trevaux, 1737. in relation to Meſl. 


and 
- AFragientof6 Pageson the Letters CONOB 
1 found in the Medals of the later Emperors. 
= 9. Sur looſe Leaves on the Antiquities of 
f What a Crowd of Ideas, and what extenſive 
Scenes of Knowledge crowded in ſo young a Head! 
Let us conclude with admiring and adoring the 
Father of all a nth This ſupreme 
ing delights now and then to ſhew how tar the 
Force of the human Mind and to make the 
Mouths of Children ſpeak his Praiſes. Nothing can 
be more effectual than ſuch Examples to confound 
thoſe abſurd Philoſophers, who would debaſe cur 
Nature to that of Brutes, and hy this odious Pa- 
rallel deſtroy our Hope of a glorious Immortality. 
| A Soul ca to riſe to foch ſublime Diſcove- 
ries, to comprehend ſuch extenſive Proſpects, was 
never made to periſh with the Body, or Jeſtin'd for 
a dark State of Annihilation. I ſhould rather chuſe 
to adopt the antient Syſtem of Emanations, and 
look on it as a Particle of the Deity, which returns 
to its Source. Let us not doubt, but that God who 
Save it us, takes it not away, but to compleat at 
once its Deſire of Knowledge and Happineſs, by 


d it in its — — 


arg it from the corporeal Shackles that em- 
barraſs | 


, —_— 
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